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Text: I Thessalonians 4 ,  13-18: "3ut I would not have you to be igr.orant-, brethren, cox?- 
cerning them which are a s l eep ,  that  ye sorrow not,  even a s  others which have no hope. 
For i f  we believe that  Jesus  died and rose again,  even s o  them a l so  which s leep  in J ~ s u s  
will God bring with him. For th i s  we say  unto you by the word of the Lord, that  we $/hick? 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shal l  not prevent them which are as leep ,  
For the Lord himself sha l l  descend from heaven with a shout,  with the voice of the arch;- 
angel ,  and with the trump of God: and the dead in  Christ sha l l  r ise firat: Then we which 
are alive and remain shal l  be caught up together with them in the clouds,  to meet the Lord 
in  the air: and s o  sha l l  we ever  be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words. " 

Prayer 

Lord Jesuhs Christ ,  Thou who has t  said: "Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall 
be comforted, " we pray Thee, send Thy Holy- Spirit,  whom Thou has t  called "'The Com- 
forter, " that  today we may learn to  apply to  our hearts the consolations of Thy Gospel. 
Bind up the byoken-hearted , heal the wounds of s adness ,  and fill our fainting souls  with 
t rust  and confidence, s o  that a t  death we may know Thy power, Hear us  for Thy mercies" 
sake.  Amen. 

Sorrowing children, p a r e ~ t s  , relatives and friends of Delphine Tweit: Grace be unto 
you and peace from God,  our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ ,  h e %  

I t  is a sad and sorrowful thing for children to  follow the caske t  of a parent to  i t s  last- 
ing place. I t  is doubly sorrowful when the garent,  who was s t i l l  in  the prime of l i fe ,  was  
snatched s o  suddenly out of the world, and her husband and your father now l i e s  s o  cri t-  
ically injured in  the hospital ,  

But, my dear  friends,  our Savior is not unaware of what has  happened; the grievous 



s o r r o l ~ ~ s  of be rea~ i t~nenc  art. ilnkx-iown to  Aim. He srooo '.,y ;V,F. 9c-d;ide r ~ f  I ~ ~ ~ T u s '  dau- 
ghter lie ~CII:SECI clt t h e  c 5 s k ~ x  of the youfig mar! of Nd;r i ;  E:VF:-~ ' ih id  tears before the 
grt3TJE of EI~s Lledr IT~CIIC! L & Z ~ I U S ,  OIJ~ Lord and Savior 1s y.o4: 5;; A ;t...-~-:r b 5x51~ Lord but a 
graciow S ~ V : O I ~  a l o v i ~ g  merciful G c d ,  of Whom thr PiaJ:r l i i !  yak?: "LIKE as a fa th-  
er pttierh h l r  childre- , so i h ~  Lord pit ietk them that fesr h:m. i 'or h e  'i<rigwe~h our frame; 
be rememberetfs tha. we are dus:, " (Psalm i 0 3 ,  13,141 

i s n J ;  i t  a .;rri~lr:g proi>f of the grace of our Savior zhar we .'?a-d~- ok3 :hi- authority of His, 
own Word ~i = - c i c i l  r~e1~Ux2.1 the aim of whlch is to  (:omfort o r  s u c h  ~ 3 : i  occ_ision as 
this? Tbc. i l p o f r l ~  Pzhil ir-spired by t h e  Holy Syi r i t ,  acc? srr- -; "I-'?; ::;I? we s a y  unto you 

1 I:? b x ~  rhe Word of rhc I,ord. " v - - And again the Ajjo~iie C O C ~ C  l:~dc : :hi ; : j ~ i i i ~ ~ l  of h i s  A v.p----------- 

le; :ti- Y by s ayr r q ,  '*'JtTi.:c ref  ore cornf or! one mothe T with ~l2g~362g~c2~~ ' I  

71nk,3t bc-zetr c 2.- vvt- d o .  t h e r  but ponder a n d  %c-ar-r-i wV,,ie Gar :;aa rt-, ,;c:~~Ieci about' 

TElE EEAD IN CHRIS? 

- - Our Lore doc:; [:or W ~ I ~ T  i!:i to be i g n o r a n ~  and thus  he  dt-pr1vpi.i of 1-hi"$ comfort; "But 
1 would cot hcivi. yo11 ro  be -gnorar,t, brethren,  co-,cemi?g them which arF a" i le r3 ,  that  
ye sorrow iicr eke17 a- oilier3 have ,rg . " There is 3 l ~ r n r v ~ c f o r l  s e t  for91 a t  the 
very beginn1r.g oi r ' i lc Avos tie's argument: "That ye sorrow riot, eve!; a'; -.A---- c?+:hers which have 
:2o hopr .  " T i - ~ s e  last  m i ~ r ~ i  refer t o  those who art :lot+ i r ~  C:>ri~, who not ur.ited t o  
Him by a livlEg 2nd savirlg faith.  I t  i s  a frightful thing to salp of ari., mi:?, ard- s t i l l  more 
of the mass of me:;. I ha r  :hey have no hope. And yet ihai i i ;  what t t ~ ~  A2c,;;tle says: "even 
cis others which h ~ i v e  .:o hop2. " M a y  stone of us here todav is(. i n  that r.l,ic;s of people -- 
thost: who have i:o h o p e  -- who have {io peace because  they  die sot ye?- juirified by fai th 
i n  Jesus Chrxst. 

T h a i  was ria: the sitaatlow:, however, with the Ts?ie;;sa.lori,ian Chris~ian*;, aithougl? they 
lacked full kncrwledge and were therefore somewhat disturbed ir faith. Since the 
t i m e  2aul had  v is i ted  Thessalonfcs (See Acts 1.7, 1-10] some of =the GhcS stians had died.  
'The bre th re~?  were in gritri, a!mo;t sorrowi-.g as those who h a v e  i io hopr, They were so 
eagerly awai i i r~g the secori! return oi C b r i ~ t  t h a ~  they thought i r  wouid c3me while they 
were s-tlll alivcl, a n u  they ieired chat those who had died wo!:!ti be shu* oirr of the Mes- 
s i a h ' q  kirrgdorn. i t  w3s -cot becztuse t h y /  did not believe i p  the re.jurrec:ilo~l of the sai~.ts, 
but because they %elred r h s i  :heir dedd would riot have t h e  s j m e  ad~.-ii::~lq,--s 3; the sur-  
vivors would w h c r ~  ';he Lord came* AT-ri. .~ : lce  they had no sr;ec?al j7.is:.~76i~tio.11 m this point ,  
rhey 3gpai~rttl;jwrcJ:e :o Pil!;i fo r  advizc; at Least he ktlew of t i ~ i r  ;trpiejtrty-. T h e y ,  in-  

,, $,- Apostle had the cieed , could r.;o"l:fia.\re turned to a b e ~ t e r  place for il.:s*smctio:;, $c~cY3~':" .e I$"- 

t h e  Word of the Lord, 

And rhrs i: t h ~  VVord: "f'or if we  believe that jesii.: d i ed  2nd .rose dgdxr,, even  s o  them 
. 7  

also which slc:~:, ir. ;t +;~,s  v~riL.ill God brix-iy with him. " (v. 14) ."3a13 5 ~ U C J  LYE :?T, here i s  tight- 
l y  compressed arid riecc! ro look at it q u n e  c losely .  Let mc. re,id ~i tr, ,-ou again: "For 
i f  we b e l l ~ v ~  ih6: i ~ 5 - u ~  d j r d  ano ro.;e again, even s o  them a l s ?  ~ ~ h i c l - i  :;li:~p ir, Jesus will 
God ibrxng v v i ~ h  klrr;, " 

Now Jesu; nlci ~ : ~ - ! ~ - a n ~ ~ r g ~ ~ d g . ~ - ~ * c ~ ~  I'hcre is no di;p::te aisoi~r t h a t  b ~ r t l .  B u t  how is 
t h e  Apo:;tl.c- j~isrific-e iri 3swr ti:ig f r o m  rFt i :; thar God wil i. br lxg tile C i- rr sliii:; dead again 
to  meet the livi~kg 9;i r h ~  li:;t d d y ?  TVktjt is the t ru th  y : ~ t  i r d r ~ ~ C !  ~ F Y L *  b ~ i  implied? What 



is the connection between the statement that Christ  died and rose again  and that  zhis 
Jesus  wil l  bring with Him on the l a s t  day zhose bVho die0 trusting is! Him? 

Why, i t  i s  a part of the great c e ~ t r a l  truth ~f the Scripture, of Sustificdtlon by grace 
through fai th,  I t  i s  this:  that  when we truly believe in  J e s u s  a s  our Savior from s in  and 
dea th  we are united to  Him by that  livicg faith; He i s  the head and we are  the members 
of the body of Christ .  The death and resurrectior, of Jesus  are inseparable in  Paul 's  
thought about sa lvat ion,  and he  regards our Savior as our substrtute.  As Ckrisk actually 
died and ro se ,  s o  the believers die  and rise with Him. All that Christ  ba s  experienced 
will  be experienced by the believers ,, Christ" svictr 'y is their vlctory; Chr i s t ' s  resur- 
rection. Believers are united to  Christ as indissolubly 5s  the members of the body t o  the 
head.  They have been planted together in  l ikeness  of H i s  dea th ,  s o  sha l l  they a l so  be in  
the l ikeness  of His resurrection,  

Paul put i t  this  way on. another occasiolz: "1 a m  crucified- with Christ :  nevertheless 
I l ive;  yet  not I ,  but Christ  liveth in me; and the life which I: no~lv l ive in the flesh I 
l ive by the fai th of the Son of God, who loved me,  and gave himself for me. ' i  ( G a l a t i o ~ s  

2 ,  20) 

Death,  the Apostle would have us understand,  does  not break the band b e ~ w e e n  the 
believer and Christ ;  and s o  those who have died will  suffer no l o s s ,  even  though the  Lord 
should come i n  our lifetime: "For i f  we believe that  Jesus  died and rose agairi, even  S O  

them a l so  which s l eep  i n  J e sus  wil l  God -- with him, " 

God will  the departed again a l so  to mee"eheir fr iends;  y e s ,  a l l  the s a in t s  i n  
Chris t  wil l  m fore God on the great  day of judgment. Look a t  the word "bring" : 
' 'Will God bring with him. " I t  rneans s o  much here. The old Lut mentator, Ben- 
g e l ,  excla ims about th i s  "bring": "Sweet word! 1% is spoken of sons ,  " The 
dead for whom we mourn are not dead.  They are a l l  a l ive  unto God, and when the g rea t  
day comes God will  bring those  who have gone before and unite them to  those  who have 
been left behind. \ m e n  we shall  s e e  Christ  at His  corning we sha l l  a l s o  see those who 
have fal len a s l eep  in J e s u s ,  

This is i n  brief the doctrine of verse  14 of our text .  And to fortify and strengthen our 
fa i th ,  the Apostle Paul expla ins  th i s  truth i-rr the r e s t  of the text  in considerable deta i l .  
He h a s  received i t  from the Lord, and therefore i t  is worthy of a l l  accepta t ion,  It  is t o  
be  believed: "For this  we s a y  unto you by the word of the Lord, tha t  vve which are al ive 
and remain unto the comirig of the Lord shal l  not prevent .them which are a s l eep .  " T1za.f: 
i s ,  we shal l  not prevent or precede them In enjoying the glories of e ternal  life before 
them. "For the Lord himself sha l l  descend from hedverl with a shout ,  wlth the voice of 
the archangel,  and with the trump of God: and the  dead in  Christ  s l ~ a l %  r ise  f irst ;  The11 
we which are al ive and remain sha l l  be  caught up together with them in  the c louds ,  t o  
meet the Lord in  the air: and s o  shal l  we ever  be with the Lord, " 

These words aire s o  beautifully simple and c l ea r  that they hardly seed a n  explanat ion 
Not only d o  we know that  on the l a s t  day ,  when Chris t re turr ls  t o  judge the quick and the 
d e a d ,  these  dead in  Chris t  wil l  r i se  from the dead with a glorious body fashiofied like un- 
t o  the body of Chr i s t ,  but we a l s o  kr-i.ow that  we sha l l  meet them again ,  for we sllall be  
caught  up together with them i n  the c louds ,  to meet the Lord in  the air ;  avzd both and 
they will enter  into life e te rna l ,  for a l l  of u s  sha l l  ever be with the Lord, I E  is as beauti-  



"mcrefore cornfor: on2 arro:h~r w i ~ h  these  words , " (v,, '8) 'JVJVhich words ? These 
words whlch F a ~ l  h;id jus t  wr i t t en ,  for they are rhe words of the i,o:-5. They Eire pdrt of 
that  of which the Lgrc; Pxms~ell s a d ,  that  heaven a ~ d  earth sh;rll pds,; au7-311' but not His 
word. i t  13 scxne?hing solid 9;: which TO build your comfort, i c  I ;  riot a false comfort . 
we could have  sac!  ma;ll; other ihl:-:gs to tr) to comfort yo11 ofi tbi:; .ad occasion, but 
i f  whdt we %id w a s  n ot baired on the Word of the Lord ~ O L :  W O I . ; ~ ~  h ~ u e  s o o n ~ r  or later  
c d l e d  mc , as job o:;cc- dii; some of his  well-meani:2cj but rnlsi-,lormcci f r iends,  "miser- 
able cornfors~ r s  ! " 

I j ~ d r  n ~ i i r . n c ~  C. xed,j. t h ~ r e  is S O  lnllch ori your mind: lo;, have beer, b i t  with such 
a hard ~ ~ O T W  --- 3-ds..s.-i- of mother was so  sudden s o  nt:eciless d;:parcrtIy V V ~ E ? ?  she  
coulc? h w e  bec.:t of s-iich grear help drbd comfort -- and I3thc.r so r . ~ - ~ e r e l y  in';l.zred, lying 
P O F S L L ~ I ~  at :Jle poi :\:: oi d e a h  t h e  hospi ta l ,  The Thc,ssalon iar: C h r ~ s t i a c s  , you might 
be sa:# ~ ~ 3 s  if- y OUT ~ ~ i ~ * " d  , could couiternplade these wcs~-~iel-ful i-rwhc cf P x l  under more 
normal circLrn-istartccs, dnd why can" t7e, you a s k ,  

Dn j7GiX rernernker t h e  pressures  under which ehe canyrega~ic?l: at  Tk~ssalorica came 
ivlto exis~,e~;ce a r ~ d  l i ~ c - d  from d*3y to  d a y ,  Paal had preachec; t h r a r ~ ~  ~ n l y  three Sabbath 
days or t h r ~ e  weeks ,  reasoning "with them out of the Scriytlxre 5 , o:~enfs;y and al leging,  
that Ckxrist: rrrusr rrc~eds have suffered , sad riser: again from the dead; dnd -.,his Jesus, 
whom I prcxch ut-;:o y o u ,  ~ r ;  Chris?. " (Acts 17, 2 , 3 )  As a rcs:.~lt 01  his preaching there 

.,, Ir, slmply wasn" safe t o  be d C b r l s t i d ~ ? ,  T h e s e  'L'hessalon- was a r10t arnrmg the jewe 
i a n  C h r i s t i ~ c 3  were maligned and ialxely a c c ~ ~ s e d  of tr>+cLrlg to de , : troy t h e  government. 
These jewish C h r i s ~ r a n s  were rejected by the J e w s  and held i n  coy-itemp~ b y  the Greeks. 
This entire let ter  of P s ~ l  to %he T h e s s a l o n i a ~ ~  Christians, carefully rcdd , indicates that  
they were I:.vi.r;g as Christiacs under great  s t r e s s ,  They- became f o i l o w ~ r s  of - the Lord 
"h3ving rei:i.jved the word i n  much affliction" (1 6 (Zf. 2 . 2: 3 ,  3 .4)  Some may have 
been martyred for  their f 3 i t h ;  there may have been sudden d r ~ d  violent d ~ a t h  among them; 
no dotibe there was ,  Iiife i s  thdt way, I t  is the Lord" s a y  of d ~ a l x n g  wirh His children. 
Some the Lord calls ~o q u j e ~ l ,  ~ r t d  slowly that we hardly krow t h e  prec.rw moment when 
their souls klave dcparrted. A s  the poez says: 

Ii P AS V ~ T X U O U S  m e n  pass mildly a~~~c3.b , 
Arrd whisper to t h ~ i r  soul: -t;> g9, 
1Wl;r lc  samc of rbeir sad fr-eend-; do say.., 
T'u ; brr' axh y oe s now , and  ~ B I ' Y ~ F -  5 2% r: 0 " 

Others the Lord eaEl2s !-tome b2- s ~ ~ c d e n  death, as  the psc t  ag-4,- YATC'~; zh3: 50 ~ f ~ e n  
dea th  "do tk  writ; ~ O E S O D ,  wdr c31;d sickness dvuell, " 

BG% St ,  T 5 i ; l ' s  FC-JL:~: still is:: "Clorniort one dr~otber  w i ~ h  ' t h ~ - s ~  -~$ords , "  b e c a ~ ~ s e  i t  -- 
makes no c ? z f f e r ~  nee ?o the be t~e l sc~r  how ~r whe-fs he i s  c s l l c d  b,* or~l- lc~vlt>g Savior, At 
every turn of our llC6 WE are 1 i~Lc.d  "i God by a livitig I L d h .  k~>:;r  : -coebr~ myas buried with 
Chris t  by baptrsm Ir? to death, ard l ike a s  Christ, was ralzed. L(;; ir-on dead by the glory 
of the F a t h e r l  c50 S ~ E  walked 1;; newrtess of life, As a G i l h r s ~ i ~ ~ , ~  S ~ E -  Iwed n o t t o  herself 
but unto the- Lord. 

O;.J~ t a s k ,  3-1 the Il',iiir:g, 11; nour$sh arid staeny.rher ccir f.3i.h rk~ougl., the Gospel ,  



to  be constrained by the love of Christ s o  that we live t p  Him who died fpr ik d 
tp  be constrained by the love of Christ s o  that we five to  Him who d i e d  for us and rode 

t o  be constrained by "be love of C::l?r~%+- sc that WE live to H r a  wl.9 died for us and. rose 
again, We are to remiamber that throiigh d I lv i~g-  fr~th wt2 are xhe Lord's; "For none of 
as l iveth unto himself ,  and n o  man dieth unto hirn self, For w h e ~ h e r  vve live , we l ive 
unto the Lord; and whether we dl? ;.. we die u n ~ o  the Lc:?-fd- wketl-lcr -we live tfierefore or 
d i e ,  we are the Lord's ,  S'or tc; r i : ~  s e_3d Chrf st both died , ,yrtd rosG a d  r e ~ j i v e d ,  tha t  
h e  m i g h t b e  Lord both of the dead apd 1 i v - i i q .  " (~omsr ;s  14 '7 -9) 

"Wherefore cornfortosn~ another v;~:~I these -word s . " Arr!e-'3. 

" KING SVERXE 3 YCGLESIZXSTIGAL G;OIqprRBVEIFISLIslS 

Before we take up the major t-ria"crer of Inz:..,oi:r-nt9 sext;o~nmucSc&~ng Sverre and plac- 
ing Noway under the in terdic t ,  -tve shah3 briefly t e l l  of ssotklcr rnr3tt~1- j r i  which they  dix-  
agreed, This is the mdtter ai t h e  slit-~ed letters of pardm ~vhich Sverre claimed "&hat 
Pope Celes t ine  111 had sen t  to Sverre by medns of somcn envoys t h a t h a d  garx frorn Nor- 
way down t o  Rome. I n  a ffliot?-~or;e, ~ ( ~ 1 1 1  re lxes  the d k g t c 2  ailcident ds follows: 

The saga stales that  Bishop Tore and M a s l e r  Kikard (the en -  
voys) were s e n t  norti-lwaro from Rome tog6 thpr with a papal 
legate who was a cardPr1~11; but  ~vhen t h e y  came to Denmark, 
they al l  suddeldy ?alter; sick and died, Sverre said 
that he knew they  had been g~lcssts a; d 3ricst"s home, and 
in the evexling poison PLad bee r, placcd sn their cirink, so 
thaa: they d i e d .  M ~ S E T ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ C  Sverre got h s i a  of letters that 
were left with them,  f1t1 rl ;bed W L L ~  the Pope, 3 SIZLIB. T h e z e  
l e t t e r s  Sverre T--e.ld re6.d L ~ F  iul the chorr In the Christ Church,  
ai3d there i t  !/vd.5 l ~ ~ r I t x e ~  :hxt as SOOX as the Fopc- got to icl-?,w~v 
%he truth , th2-E: king more i n  t h e  righvthan rbt. - 
bishop, t h e  Pope re teaspd b im and h.15 vvvtiole r.,:ngc?orn from 
t h e  e x c o r n m u r ~ i c a t ~ o ~ ~ ~  97 

The point of controversy P F V O ~ V B ~  a:-isiri-id C??F qiie s tion: Were these le t ters  genuine ? 
If they w e r e ,  the Pope h a d  ac;iu ~ l l y  releds-igd S v e r r ~  arid J ~ L S S  k m g d ~ m  from t h e  excom- 
munication. If they vver-e no t ,  the s t  riXIIcsri~e still- held jl a ~ d  much  worse ,  el tber Sverre or 
someone e l s e  was guilty of i d r g ~ r y . ,  S v v r e  held them to be gri-ii~ir~e. Ge les t ine ,  and 
la ter  Innocent ,  vehemently derri~cf! i ' h e r r  arri-henticriPj, a n d  declar~d  hem to be a forgery., 

7 7  Bull, De t  Norske Folks L i v  Og Fix:oriil Glc~!i:iem "iiden.i, 2, 247. 



'This a 5 ; u ~ ,  lake- tha t  of Sverre ' c< a;:ces-try, 1s a moot c;r~e; tic:, T ~ T ~ I C ~  IV:!!: p r ~ b ~ b l y  never 
be s ~ t t l e d ,  57-6 9 x 1 ~  1~ ~vhich tkie writer carllior feel he s220uld tC3lce d ~ f l l i . i t e  S T ~ R C ? ,  Fal-  
sen. whose b-lstor:; :s markc-d by a rather decided parriorl;m, and wko t k e r e f o r ~  may be a 
bit pre;udiced, prefer-* the version that the ler_ter of .the Pope I.= ge:ini~!e, and therefore h e  
is inclined to agree with Sverre. 78 Others  a l so  are i ~ c l l n e d  co adapr ;ti&-: view, perhaps 
because  the:: feel Svcrre could hardly be e i ther  so stupid ox *;aivt a,: :o believe in a for- 
gery someone else commitred, or so une.r_h,ical or dishohz~sr as to h a v ~  committed one him- 
self, 

There arc Itnose *who ho.la 9 x 2  P O S ~ ~ ~ O Y I  that-, the l ~ t t e r s  were- iol-gerlese Bar:g feels  
tbat they were not auther;:;c, He states: 

I.-, tilr 5 In the n x n r e  of the c a s e  that  these  doe~xrrict-ts must 
hdve bPen ucauZ.,h~n-!ic B13t whethe K Sver!ce h i rn~c l f  h a d  f;_iS- 
sicrited xbcm , or vvh~.;tbes hxs messengers bac! o t  :airli:d -tk;c-m 
froin forcg-zus Iri korne :., who at tbat time profit2bl-y ccirl-led o:n 
s u c h  traffic, caw-ot be determined definitely. 79 

L ~ k e v ~ i s e  -;FLE- S v ~ d i 3 h  ~cllojar~ Cederschiold , belleves that the ie txers were forgeries.  
But it  is h is  cqir~xor~ that  S V P Y T ~  believcld them to  be a u ~ b e x i c .  Sverre ~ralght have believed 
that  the old arldkveak Pope Celes t ine  111, who now above 311 wsnwd to ge t  a crusade going,  
had decided to revoke r're ~xcommunicat ion and postpo~lc  ac*,iar: dgdlrsf. Sverre until la ter ,  
H e  maybe. evrr hoped for h e l p  from Sverre. 80 T h a t  hardly w e m s  plausible,  Celes t ine  
had dcfinii_e.l>- taken a starid against S v ~ r r e .  Furthermore, t h ~  help thar .the warring Sverre 
could spare to g i v e  ro Celt t i n e  w-ok1.d be little. 

Edvard Euli r_ilso uuestlons t h e  authenticity of "L1c le"r;ers. HE claim.:. rkat at l e a s t  a 
half year s e p d r a t ~ s  the death of the cdrdinal  legate  and tkd2 01 fhsf?@p T m e ,  SO he fee l s  
that  i n  h i s  l e ~ t e r  csf October 6 ,  119 8 ,  Pope Innocent 111 was jus  t if led In accusing Sverre of 
f orgery, 

Alzhouyk, ~t cs-.::w i-IE. -gxovrd c i ther  wayI, i t  seems c?lffrc~!2t :,o believe r h a t  Sverre wax 
guilty of that: forgerj. 1! Is hareiiy i s  kkeepirlg with Tzls c h a t . s . c ~ r  whsch i:: ot3sem~ise candid 
and straight-~orw3_rd. H e  sterns to have possessed  v~r tu ; t t s  l i k e  I.lone+;t,y ai.d i z k g r i t y  a s  
well 3s  b r a v e r y  at?d zeal ;o a crmarkable degree ,  Fur~heurnor~  livery& s sulacy er;.emies, i n  
f i nd rng  fault with htaam, did 30-t: mention ehax be had forged those ?et-.,er~s. T k ~ t .  would have 
been one of thei r  be4t cards  TO playi, arrd i f  be really comrnitrr.d, the I"c~rgery. .it seems tha t  
they v\iouId haw m s d e  marc of a pQinf. of i t  than they did. 

The real C O ~ ~ P O V C . ~ ~ ~  between Pqlrtcce,rt and Sverre was ;.at about thoae lexters, how- 
evero  It T W ~ S  raitrler eitcsut S v r r r ~ , ' s  resistance against  arid ~ ~ p o ~ i t i o ~  to Arrhbishop Erik and 
the hierarchical ~ri:-ic-apl~ s wk:~ch be see, forth, Sverre" i indepe~dcnt  scarnd and h i s  refusal  
to  yield ground to &he ~'nurck? in  temporal matters made i t -  i ~ ~ ~ v i r a b l c  that  Iririocent I11 would 

7 8  FalsenJ -- l\loryr-:s j-19 - o ~ 3 3 : :  ---- 5 
(Ghr i s t i anh  i8Z.l. 

7 9  3ar:g, .r --- den Nprske Icirke 3 Hisrorie under -j_icr.;rne~l (KX ~ i i i r n i a ,  1887) 
PP a 

80 Gust& Cedc?rsch:old Kgnuc~ --- (~rasld, 1 9 0 1 ) ,  pp" 120 f ,  



attack him. And axtack him he did in a most vebemer;t m a p r x - r  i~ she of ' 198. 
On October 6 of thar year-, Incocent sent out f i ~ i .  Ic.?rc:-fc; to churck le 3ders and 

royalty in which he d ~ n o u r i c e d  Sverre. I n  s o  doing , he irsed vituper3tive language , 
a s  Paasche mentions i n  h l s  bonk, Examples drer Sverre' s " t3ra~reicdl  barbarousness 
(or barbari ty)",  "monster:" "member of the devil ;"  "so? of psrdition": "deceitful 
murderer"; "tyrant"; murderer of kings ": "a man who hd.; biood guilt o~ himself. 1 1  8 1 

To give a betrer idea of vvhat Ir.nocent wrote. we shall  i;uo?c-. a ~ o r t l o n  of h i s  le t -  
ter  to Archbishop Erik a r d  the  bishops and prelates of Norwdy, I n  t h a t  lerter he brings 
forth some terrible aaccur=,ations against Sverre: 

VVe asc;r;lrt--dly believe that  the Lord rt-lu?>:: have war-~"td to z i i ~ . i ~ h  
t h ~  s2n.s of you and ail  the Norweg:a~ people , Ifiasrrluch 3s  'he 
has permitted the tyrannical cnrel~y and aborn7:labl~ violc-::ce of 
Sverre r-n q air? power over you arid the whole  kj nqdom ti:, the ex-  
tent that he 12st only has seized the k i r a g s h z ~  - -  3rd  that a s  w2 
hear  rleitbc-r according t o  cho;ee of the chief1 airj s i$ox bLereditbr?y. 
right -- but a l so  even  though, a s  it is sa id ,  he himseli h a s  for-- 
merly held av ecclesiast ical_ office ! nevertheie 35 rages 3ga1ns-t 
-the churchmen, oppresses  the churches ,  persecutes  the clergy-- 
men,  torrnenzs the poor and is violent  toward the ~ O ~ A ~ Y ~ I X I  - ---- 
so that  people must believe tha t  it is in  accordar:ce with God's 
own ju.dgrnefit that  he, al.tbough on accoillst of his illegitimate 
birth, he ought r;ot t o  have been ylven ar:y e c c i e ~ l a s t i c a l  position 
of honor, and  nevertheless contrary to tlzc: cdr~ox~ical  definltaors 
has  beers accepted t o  such a positior! , therefore, a l s o  does  he 
s o  much the worse rage against them who by c o ~ s ~ c r a t i n g  (or- 
dainlng) h i m  have t ransgressed those  r?.et'inj.tio;-,s, But we do  
not marvel concerning God who for your c h s  ht~~ement has hith- 
er to  endured his tyranny, or concersing h imsel f ,  ( S v ~ r r e )  , whose 
e v ~ l  and s t~ff-necked spirlt is :lot able 112 d~ sisz f r ~ m  S A P ,  k~ut  
concernmy those who in fool-hardy and imptiae -rnt u-~!:oliress ven- 
ture TO follow -this aposta te  aad in l ;ol~.  nr. ( sk j  ci~.-;dsge)vvil~+or of 
things sacred, yea (those who) favor 3rd help] hirn, a!i.ho1-igkE they 
ought rather use  .their powers :o p ~ r s e e u ' r e  h i s  tyraw-~l,r, BILL thozg h 
commands have o f t ~ n  gone out from ;he agostolic c-hair t~ re strdin 
his  c u n ~ i n g  , i t  h d ~  neve: thel~ss  hitherro *-lot beers poqsible to 
brfd le h i s  vvbckedness , since s o m ~  to the detriment of r_hc ir  souls  
s t i l l  hold fas t  to hirn and by their help he i s  still able to remain a 
part of Norway, where he surpdsses  rhe North wlrd (Empercr Hen- 
ry V1 of Germany) himself in severrt);, *2 

Such i s  the languagc of the great church leacicr, I t  reveals Innocr-n",r-,lc, be what he 
,.-(A; t i n e  S I ~  ch  lafiguage was  -- a powerrirl poli t ician,  2nd r~o tpr imar i ly  a "c~oloy-iai:, A";? 

81 Fredrik Paasche , s l o ,  2948),  p, 1 9 2  - 1914, 
82 Overland, 0. A. , 11I1xstre 6-s Histori6 -- (Krhstiam-, 1889 , Vol, 111, pp 289fa 



was more common t h a ~ ~  toda;-, however, and -VVG m~1.r.f-l ta  k~ !h,.tt ~ r t o  c o n ~ l d ~ , r a t i o ~ ~  Nev- 
e r t he l e s s ,  one wol;ld have to  i;earch a long time to find suck v!cupershi/e and abusive 
lavlgudge in e i t h ~ r  --- She , for both 
of whlch Sverrf was a t  l e a s t  partly responsible.  

It is significant that  I r~ roccn t  d s o  rebukes the clergy of Norwd:~ alos!g with the res t  
of the people,  and mai i1tai.s tha-c God punished the people for t l - ~ e ~ i r  sin F; by having Sverre 
rule over them, Tle a l s o  specif ical ly  t akes  those to t a sk  who hacl ordaia~d such  a person,  
illegitimate at thar ,  a- pries t ,  Then after  h is  d e n u n c i a t l o ~  of Sv,t-.rv - he s ta tes  that  
Sverre is even  quo rx  t han  the "North VVind", mmely  Ernpork: i - i e ~ r y  Vi oi Germany. 

Laxer in the sa~ltp;-he l e t t e rg  h~ announces the e x c o m r n u ~ i c a t i o ~ ~  3 Sverre . and warns  the 
people to renounce their  a l l ~ g i d n c e  t o  thel r  k i n g .  If t h e y  do nor  d o  s o ,  he will place the 
country under t k  interdict ,  He says: 

I r  ora6s;r ~11.3: hi"; ~,/~7xckeC/r-tes~ shal l  no longei :3fyic ,-3g.r~inst those 
who 3167 i r ~ o c e ~ l ,  tire command you each  and d! r.9 s3dnr!-::r.sk 
the Nor.wegiart p w p l e  most  carefully ths t  ip m;,st be und~rs-cood 
t b t  they m a s t  no longer follow him or yield hnm ar:v t ? e , l ~  a d  as- 
S T S ~ ~ _ S Y ~ C ~ .  Otherwise you sha l l  declare 311 t-ho,se w h ~  dc) I ? O ~  heed 
t h ~ r  wdrnzng to  he excommunicated, yoxi sh5.l.i eioqe Y - I ~  churches 
and iri that  ~ n t i r e  part of Norway which oL:eys i'iri!,  y o ~ i  shal l  not 
adrninl~tei-  any of the sacraments of the ch~ruel?. ~ x r e p t  j~izd2.i: bap- 
tism and t h ~ :  c o ~ f e s s i o n  of those who arc dyirly I ! ~ j t  A'-; ~ O I I  sha l l  
a l s o  d t r i l  h i s  atihererlts Ckrist ian (Kirkelig) I, ;riaj ar ~ ! , ~ e i r  decease .  83 

There Innocent deiined the i n t e r d i c ~  which he actually d id  ;'lace Gpnn Noway.  This 
pronouucementhad a t.rernendous cffeet  upon. the bishops of Norway, "Nope  of the b i s -  
hops dared any longer remain loya l ,  and an opportur~rty vvds gl.vcz , ?.ox only those who 
were a t  heart  d l s i o y d ,  but a l i  ? h ~  lndiffere nt and faiiit-beartsc rc s w e :  their  al legiance.  " 84 
However, as we shdl l  set. below, there were thost: w21o s to3d PI;- SVE=TYE, ';, 

A S S  ~a"r_ed aP)ave, Zf4r'ocer^it wrote five let ters to people c j i  p:.ornLl.:e i-.or i n  the S ~ a n . d i r ~ -  
avian courttr ies i : l  uvhich kie c:or:derulr4ed Sverre. T h e  oqe anp::".--d ab~dv~.; i* ~ a ~ t  was to the 
archbishop, bk shops and prc i:9:e:; i n  Norway, Another wii. to iirc;!?i::ho; Trik alone.  k 
third letrer  wac; ro [hie king of Uenrndrk, EI fourth ro the kiy g i.i S-~~::>cic:i ar,.j ,; f i f th  to 
Jari Birger Bro~a, r o  whgm S v e r r ~  i-,;ic.i gone during C:?rl: 'mas i;k'a-- .:me :;amp rv,:~ niy years 
earl ier .  I:~nocer:t hoped :i-l;1'. a l l  of those  rulers would t ~ k ~  ic tln;te 3ct;~:; against  Sverre. 
In that  mstter IE.nocent was disappointed, for a11 tk-lrce oi t 2 ~  i/ TO wtwm t:e wrote le t ters  
were friendly t o  Sverre. Iri if2ct,  i f  Sverre really was the so!; nC S:-g:,rd Mouth ,  he was  i n  
some way related TO al l  t h r e ~ ,  i f  riot by blood then by m6rrrage T I : ~ - x ~ M ~ L . ~  a t  %hat par- 
t icular  period of S~andiir~avian history,  the re la t ions  between t h e  xh~ec; coun:ries were 
amicable,  and no iv  of t h e  rulers was desi rous  of s t i r r ing  UP tro~:bie. 

rn I t  must be borne i n  mind  thax Sverre at this  xime wa; 6. !IG ,iged i? d war a t  hone. Ihe  
and the s r k e b e i ~ e ~ w e r ~  fighting a war which m a y  I^OI:Y~:Y St-- comcdred t o  the 



and the Ghibelljne struggle ir. Germany and Ixsly, except  for the f act. that  
Norway i t  was  not the clergy against  the nobjlity, but i t  was  the clergy 

and the nobility against  Sverre and the common people (Birkeheinerf . When cne 
considers the fac t  that  in addition to  that  serious war Sverre was now placed under ex- 
cornmunicatior~ and the people who adhered to  his  party were threatened with the inter- 
d ic t  i n  addition to  excommunication., one wonders that  Sverre did not completely break, 

Sverre d i d ,  however, have the Birkebeiner t o  carry on his cau se . We a l so  had mar;\- 
others who did not belong to that  c l a s s .  Even a large number of the lower clergy remai~.-  
ed  faithful t o  him under the great  difficulty, 

The fact  tha t  the lower clergy as a c l a s s  tended t o  s ide  with Sverre undoubtedly play- 
ed  a very important role in enabling him to stand up against  Pope I r m o ~ e r ~ t .  The ideas  of 
the lower clergy in  matters of church and s ta te  were traditional, Sverre b u i l t o n  ~ k o s e  
traditions. The universal-church ideas  opposed their chief in teres ts  both personally and 
a s  a c l a s s ,  85 

In the wolds ol: Paasche,  

During the co~l f l i c t  with the papacy the ruler (Sverre) t o  a great  
ex ten t  received help from the ecc l e s i a s t i c s  in  h i s  own country. 
He received i z  because "the freedom of the church" ear ly  re- 
vealed itself to be a two-edged sword. Indeed the watchw ard 
made i u t h e  church) free from the king,  but a t  the same t ime, 
more and more express ly ,  i t  laid the whsie freedom in-to the 
hands of the Pope. And many of the church" men preferred the 
power of the king,  even  i f  i t  came with "gammel landsrett"  as  a 
consequence,  to  a church power which through and through was  
the power 0% Rorne. 86 

Cederschiold gives  the foliowing reasons  why thethreatsof Innocent 111 did not carry 
in  Norway: 

I, The NsrTivegian church was  riot very ci.osely patterned after 
the churches in other countr ies ,  and was s t i l l  rather close- 
Iy tied to  the s t a t e .  

2 ,  There v m s  l i t t le  difference a t  the time between the clergy 
arid the lc3ity in  Norway. 

a ,  The higher clergy were very similar to the aristocr3xs 
and the nobility, 

b. The lower ciergy were much like the c i t i zens  (borgers) 
ar;d peasan.ts (bonder), 

c, Celibacy was i n  general  confined to monast ics ,  and 
was  not enforced upon the secular  clergy,  87 

85. Bull, p. 240, 
86. paasehe ,  oA& p. 2 2 6 .  

87. Cederschiold ,  op*  citLI pp. b 3 2 f ,  



TO tbst  we C:CW add 2 i:h;rd very irnportar;~ r e a s o r  for the; i.rri:k of sbccess 9f 1nr.o- 
cerrtl? Sthrcatk: Sverre hirnzeli  w l 5  nor only a brave acd lik~!!ft;l y ~ : . ( s r ~ l  a n d  1c.ad~: of 
men, He war also a w i s e  (3916 pxd,e?-t rule_u. F ~ r r h ~ x m o r ~  b.e w35 f1 Icl.arrl,ed man, vvell 
versed i n  both reliyxorl and l a w ,  i r i  f a c t  both a n  eccle?lasi:c. aru ;I k ~ r g  himsel-f. Through 
and through Sverre was rhe  leader.  He served to keep  up the :c:rr:; arid morale of his fol- 
lowers.  A t  t ixel ;  h~ h a d  to talk sterr;ly t o  his m e n ,  ~evtlr-el-~~ rc::iukt :l.~:m. It was he 
who had to in:;);ire and icad t i i s  met, r ~ o r  vice versa. ;!I ?11t Cnrktc:  i o ~ r  he appealed to  

. " his  people and there w c f ~  mdny w h  to& his p a x ,  A!;;?, ~,v;:h rhc; aid of axother man who  
did the ac tua l  wr i -c l~g h ~ .  expressed h i s  v iews and a n ~ w ~ r z d  h i s  q::~o~.enrs '  arguments. We 
shal l  now britfi y con::icrei h i s  answer, the  well-lc\?ovvi? Spe~~~21, .-<,~3i~-.- ; .  e 

('To Be Corz.tinueci) 

DP* F G  k31EpER IS>N "DOCTRINAL I9JSc:ir"L9h"E" 

i<irc: h lic h -Ze 
ca-,o 2 ! k & g ? ~ g  
und -----**---- W e i ~ r ~ ,  Vsl,  3 6 ,  2890 ,  Ady, ~ . T A I ~ ~  

p, 262 f i ,  

The Missour i  S ~ ~ g ~ ~ ~ s ~ s  Gericrai Council .  Under  xhc tir!~. " i ) i : ~  of h e r i c a "  a reporter 
C-=-,3a-- 

for  the Luthardt church-paper announces  that the old feud ~ ~ ~ W E C P  t5e C ~ u n c f !  and the 
Missour i  Sy-nhti " h ~ s  in  recent  rimes aga in  developed two foci where a l l  i s  in  flames. " * 
W e  meant the Emigrant-houc;e affair  arid the controversy b r o i ~ ~ h f  or. by ilhe Grosse book. 
In the Ernigr%r,t-hous~ affair be granted that  the Missourian.; weri. righx, remarking, "They 
could undoubtedly hsve proceeded more gen t ly ,  but that  is r.oi their  -cririt, and,  as a rule 
a l s o  not t h e  most praĉ ;tlcal,. . . " 

In the se:con;d affair the reporter srands om the side of ~ h c  C e ~ , : ~ ~ e . i l .  Xzsd th is  has a 
73 two-fold basis, k or o r e  thi r:g , there e x i s t s  a yres: diffc:re;?c~ in  preqciple between him 

and Missour i  i~ rcgard to t h e  yues~io!;  when a church --k\ody ' 3 T D  be k l c !  re spar? .;ible for 
the aberntions oi irid~viC!~!~~_in~mbers: for drlother, h e  is poc)rl-j ihi io ' imid on the perti- 
nent facts. Wifl; respecr  ro vvhat concerns the first point he w:i :E:s, "1-je (Grosse) se- 
kcts excerpts oliz of -\-.he private wrxtlngs of izldividual !ellow~r?_crnk;c- i~ o: zl:e Council and 
throws t h a ~  u p  "c t h e  Co!_ii~cil as its false doctrine*. I H i s  "Lrr~e.. that: ~ilie Council i n  an  ir- -- 

qsible w a i J 2 P  i 13 i~gd>.i~ mer? tc-ach a i d  write *at thev,7 -wi + k ,  T? - 
them on thg-u- One is j i~~-.,sPied i n  confronting the Couylc il k ~ - ~ . . h  l;h:bt3 i ~ d i f f e r e n c e  
and l ack  of discipline: bur the s i r i s  of r:xdjvldual members arc r ~ c :  c,tIi!e a l s o  the s i n s  of 
the corporation, IT' ;s  knowr! tha.?: Dr. Seisz of f i i ladelphia ,  ofle :>I ibe !~..adcrs of the 
Arnerica~s in  t h e  Cou:icil* m o s t  recent ly  rhr s u c c e s s o r  of its Fre. :- K%I. t Dr. Spaeth,  is 

------ m- - x - - - - - L P -  

* 
C. : ! o ~ g ~ @ ~ ~ ~  pu:;l1sbLed a book i.i 1889 which hic, l;l.igi-l!~d :he ciifierzrlce among 
Lutherans at that  time iriid wtiich cdl ied  the Ger:cr-a1 C~ii . :c i i  3 ;-h;$rch body which tol- 
e ra ted  fa1 se d o c t ~ i ~ o s  ork a ~ u r a b e r  of ycicts. P i l l~ l i sbed  by  Co-cordi:3-Ve;lagt St .  
Louis,  the present day CFH, --- &I . '0 . 



an out and OU-r_ Ch i l i ask  T h i s  chiliasm of Sensz, Grosse  .d:;cr:sE- a tcj :he C ~ U ~ ~ C X ! .  I '  

Mere we must note the following: I t  is by no medn.: 5i.x r a ; s rom .J: or2ce ::a /mpt:ze 
the s i n s ,  specifsczilly doctric.cl1 sms, of indaviduf21 merncers to thc- \/vk,~lc;. ~ o d y  b:.:r we 
do i t  then f i rs t  when the church-body makes the s i n s  c?f the ini'i I v i d u a i ~  i ts  ow+: by re- 
maining s i l en t  concerning them, thatzr; ,does  not take :r;;o dizc:;l:x tl-i,~. people who 
promglgate fa l se  doctnine by word and pen but l e t s  :hem go ox r;ndrf,t:rbed. T~L, k:ot~- 

1s eve r ,  the c a s e  with the Council.. 3s the reporter h imse l f  admi::; ~7l';e~: fie writes ,  "I; I S  

true that  the C o u ~ c i l  in  a n  irresponsible way le t s  its 1eadi1-q mell tt:i3.~b a,nd wvire ~ v h a t  
they wish ,  withou"r.rappir;y them on the f ingers.  ' ' And becau . ;~  ?hie2 1.~5 : o J  W E  Mi;?ol'ir=- 
i ans  have maint3ined i313d still maintain t h a t t h e  Ccui-icsl has m - ~ d c  1:s~: 4f jxil-tak-er of t h e  
doctrinal siris c ~ f  l~ts i ~ ~ d ~ v i c i u a l  members and m u s t ,  accordiR.,g to dll '_hex Gi?cig s '\AJard 
says on th is  poi-lt , be held responsible.  

With the formcr admission the reporter has aceu81Jy jus l? i l td  uc. M:;sour!ans in  our  
judgment cclc,r~.ern::-g thc Cou.r.c.il, T o  be sure the repr~r ter  refe-;; to :k~ "~i : . ic- i~!I~ c o^:--- 
fess ion  of tlnc Geceral  @c?ilneri.t, vqhich is correct ,  J ' h ~ r e  we z g h i ~  COYI;E:;S thdt vipe M i s -  
sourians do not judge a body by the doctrine which a c c ~ d i i l g  :o t h ~  oif :mal % X * * X * X X  

* * *  Confession ~fp&be there b u t  by the doctrine which i c r ~ u d l y  i l r ~ c s  o ~ p ~ v ~ d  
sounds forth within a body, We hold that  one would oeht.rwisc final?;.. have :o regard 
every s ec t  a s  orthodox, if it on the grounds of expediency chose to profe.,s t h e  c s v -  
fessictn of the orrhodox church, If the reporter does  not vrax;: i o  I-iolc! the C1:2~~c i l  ac- 
countable for the fa l se  xezchings of i t s  individual mcmkera, alt!-iouyh i t  "i:; a n  ir.w ;-- 
ponsible way lets Lts leading men ceach and write vihal they w i t h ,  withob! rdpgh.-g them 
on the f ingers" ,  t h m  there 1s no s i n  at a l l  aga ins t  which Scriprdre vrar ns w l t t  the words,  
"neither be partaker of other rneu?'~ s i n s .  " (I Tim, 5,22) 

The Missouri  view is therefore this:  A s  unfair arid u n l u s ~  as i t  would 5 ~ ;  to urlpz;s,e 
f a l s e  doctrine to a body which pract ises  doctrinal. discrp1ir:e and accoedir._g co God's 
Word seeks t o  put away the emerging fa l se  teachings of i ~ d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s , *  so fdir 
and just i t  i s ,  and demanded by G o d 3  Word, to do just  mar uvhei:, a lets i t s  indi- 
vidual members, and now even i t s  leadirlq men, " s d y  w'nirr :ire, v ~ i  37 . " 'fie Mrcr.;nuriapi.; 
hold a church-body, as a body; orthodox only r h n ,  w h t n  the t r u i  dociir:..~ re-nx2v:d2 from 
a l l  the pulpits and lecture desks of the same, &rid i n  a l l  tkt. wr! a.*:qw\/h ~ c h  re-icb r h e  pub- 
l ic  from wlthin the body , every f d s e  doctrine,  h o w ~ v e r ,  lic-i qg r~~c.y.icic'  _- --LDIII-- I r .he Zivl: .!~ ly  or- 
dained way as  sonn as it cornGs co the surface. Bjr tk~:: :>t:i;:~,ird w e  :udgc  o ~ i e r ; ;  by t h i s  
staridard \we a l s o  want to have ourselves judged, We I ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ ; i a ~ . ~ ~  marc; t L ~ - * d  w1:-~'tr3 con- 

* The same finds its application in  church -n d ~ c s  a r;o:ice rec-,~n:l-~r rn-3de the 
rounds in publ.icalions hcsxle to u s  that  a netv congregat.kos: of the I'disscxri S, : * X I  i n  
Portland, Oregon, promoted an excursion with. a dance ,  The papcw ~hem--c:;lve~; s % part 
note that  Missouri  does cot rolerate such a thing. NeverTh~;ic- ss  thi i . l~: idc: i~ i-. ascribed 
to the Synod w l ~ h  rnallcious r~rnarics, One publicatior, ooi.es, "Sw;!:y y o w  whip Pere you 
lords from St,  Louis, " The  observation comes too l a re ,  'She i ~ : ~ e s t , ~ g a ~ r o n  ol - this ca:.>c 
has  been inst i tuted long ago. Thus our opponents axe those ,  who contrary to a l l  divlr-e ard 
human right, charge the body with the s i n s  of i nd~v idua l s ,  



se.;nt t o  th is  that  QK',E- j i ldge c.-, thdt docxrlne which ss ~:-s , -o~:-  Crcj t i 7 -  izclivfdual pas-  - 
to r s ,  be i t  i 7 . i  5 3: .  r .~ . ; c :  sco or Kcw Yc~rfc, S t ,  Paul or New Orle 3: s , o r  !bar, irL ovr publi- 
cations, whetker they come- before the public offe ciz11y or uc~o?'J. ;ci31jve II ~ " I v e r ~  ~ h o w n  
u s  that  only o r ~ e  ijastm p r e w h ~ d  fa l se  doctrine or only o r e  x;er;oalcai s t - . c~ed  the in teres ts  
of f a l s e  teach;:-icy, ar:d we were ?or: t o  put  away t h e  i d s e  d ~ c t r i ~ j e ,  WE would therewith have 
cea sed  to be ac orthodox 5 1: ad ~ 3 ~ i i  w m l d  have become a ~ : i i ~ ~ i ~ t i ~  r,ommunio,~t, In  br ief ,  

2 j ~ i . g  s~iriie the; rQht doctrine 

upon t h x  ref;ts irsu-r avhole church practice,  W e ,  for ~ x x n p l r - ,  release+ members from 
our St ,  Louis ~ ~ ~ ? g ~ ~ g c i t i o r ? )  "ro oil: sister congregations in Sa.; Iir,-;t?rs2xo wi-thoalt any hes i -  
tation; b ~ r ,  tka:  hapcei.: o t " i ~  because we know thar: the releast, ci mc?rs.lbers fixd the pure 
doctrine in a l l  .-ec:p~cts in these  congregations. OP t h e  same - - U ~ D ~ C ) ~ L E ~ O . K ; ;  other congre- 
gat ions  r e l ~ a 5 e  thcl .r mc,rnuers t o  t5e St ,  1,oili.s c o n g r e g s t i ~ n  3, Ti;;$; tughe sir2zing re lease  
of member:; to ca!.her cao"llgreqd:ions of our cornnunion -would, h u w e v e ~ ,  b6 C ~ Y I S C ~ ~ Y E C ~ ~ ~ S S  

i f  we could rtox take for g r a n t e d  Thai the pure d o c ~ r i n e  s o u ~ d s  f o r ~ h  from a l l  t h e  pulpits 
within the SY;I.~C'ITSIC~~~ C;o~ifel-e~-tce. If we were to  define ax! or:i?odgx bc.;dy d i f fe ren t l .~ ,  if w e  
were to say:: i " r c - 1 ~ ~  not depend or1 the actual ly  prevailillzg but only on ahe officially ac -  
cepted tesc . i - l~g;  '-- il we held rh3t  it were sufficient when (psrhags) ihe r n ~ j ~ r i t y  of pas t -  
ors p romut lga~d  doctrine,  we ~~vould  already have given up  the dcdisti~cl-lorn between or- 

* - thodox cthtlrr; f : i ~  s ard i i q ~ . ~ ~ - ; j   tic commu?Lons, and we would he d~i:e.iy;l-f r.g or91odox Christ-  
iarts i f  WE- dfrecz~.ei? -th~rul w i t h o u ~  he si tat ion to  affiliate with ~:l=~zw of our congregations. 

Perhaps , t l - ~ e ~  repor tc\r s a y s  . these  dre Utopidn ideas of uylf$-v ~ r i  doc-trine; such a unity 
i s  impossible.  Szck  s elnlty ciln by .the grace of God k~e px. 'en~erl o.,ly then if the study of 
doctrine is contixiuaily - ~ - , ~ i y s \ > ~ d  at pastoral  conferences aRd  1,: ~ ; - r o d i ~ ~ i l  conventions,  and 
possible risrng doubts airid differences of opinior?, are cor~::t:tu:clk brought ro light and re- 
moved by Gad% Word. So r n ~ c h  on -what M i s s o u r i a ~ s  ur:ders"ccd by doctrlnal discipline 
and why they ascr ibe  eedckiinys publicly tolerated in the Gocncif. to thc-t whale body.. . 

F'ERENCE: (MISSOURI SYNOD) M'LLAVfl13'KEE, W6S:',:OI%;li?N, 
MAY 15 - l 6 ,  1961 

(un d i i c  i a l  copy) 

WHEREAS, I.: i"; Ge:-.t.rjtutic;. cldop~ed i n  1847 Synod ea",Slislric-a coi?fessio:.lal s tand- 
ard: Article _t'J ' ;*nle3_;1: 

Syr~od ,  as cJ civc~_j-y member of S y i ~ o d ~  accepts  wlthou"t:ue~;e~vatio:t: 
3 ,  The Scrfptt_ires oi -&he Old ar:d rhe New Testamen? as the w r i t t e n  Word of God and 

the only rube and norm of i a t h  a::d practice,  
'2, All rhe Symbolical Books of the Evangelrcal E ~ ~ h e r s t ~  Gi-xrch c 3 ; ~  a true 2nd un- 

adulterated statement a ~ d  exposit ion of t h e  Word of God, to - iwlte the three Ecu- 
rnevricdl Creed:; (:he Aposr l e sTreed  t h e  n'ic~rie Cree& 3 r d  the Atha~iasian 
Creed), - r h ~  1Jr~altered h ~ g s b w g  C o ~ ) f e s s i o n ,  the Apology ~f .r_he A~igsbUrg Con- 
fession, t h e  Smcrlci-;!d Articles, the Large Caiec-hism t-:f Z,i:i-cr and the rcrmula of 



Concord, and 
WHEREAS, in  the year  1894 and again in 1956 Synod redfirmed its confessional  stand- 
ard in i t s  Articles of Incorporation; Article 11 - Olrrjects:: 

a .  To unite in  a corporate body the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
who acknowledge and remain true to  the Book of Goxord  of the year of our Lord 
1580 as a true exhibition of sound C h r i s t i a ~  doctrine; and 

WHEREAS, Synod adopted the Brief S ta temento  
nod in  1932,  and explici ty declared that  i t  correctly presents the doctrine of Holy Script- - 
ure and the Confessions:  

in 1941, ". . . . .we do not mean t o  d i spense  with ally dr>crri;nal statement made in  our 
Brief Statement,  - for we believe that i t  correctly expresses  the doctr im1 positron of 
our Synod. . . Unanimously adopted" (Proceedings 194 1 ,  304 f .) 

in -1947 " . . . . "That our Synod again declared that the Brief Stafemerrt correctly expres- 
s e s  i t s  doctrinal. position. " "It was  resolved that: the Brief Statement,  adopted by Sy- 
nod, . . in  1 9 3 2 ,  be incorporated in the official s of th i s  convention. " (Proc. 
1947, 476) .  Report of Committee on Doctrinal Matters:.  . . Synod h a s  aga i n  declared i t s  
doctrinal position by unanimously re-affirming i t s  loyalty t o  the Holy Scriptures, the 
Lutheran Confessions,  and the Brief StaternenL '"(P 5 24, ) 

in  195 6 " . . . "That we reject  any and every interpretation of documents approved by 
Synod which would be i n  disagreement witb the Holy Scriptures, the Lutheran Con- 
fkss ions ,  and the Brief Statement,"  (proc, 1956, 546): 

WHEREAS, The Pastors , t eachers ,  and professors of Synod at the Time of their ordination 
and instal lat ion pledge themselves t o  be faithful to the b l y  Scriptures and to  the Lutheran 
Confessions (. . . "solemnly pledge t o  the Scriptures a s  the inspired and inerrant Word of 
God and to  the Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church a s  a true exposit ion of the Scrip- 
ture s. . . ") therefore be i t  

Resolved, That the State of the Church Conference memorialize Synod i n  Convention a s -  
sembled i n  1962 to  amend Article fI of the Constitution of %Re Lutheran C h ~ r c h  - rV1issouri 
Synod by adding the following: 

3.  The Brief Statement of the Doctrinal Position of the Missouri  Synod, a s  a true 
and unadulterated statement and exposit ion of the Word of God. 

and instruct  and direct  the appropriate officers,  upon adoption of t h i s  amendmentas  pro- 
vided in  the Consti tut ion,  to make a l l  necessa ry  changes  or 3dditions i n  other ar t ic les  of 
the Consti tut ion,  in  i t s  By-Laws, in Synod" books of forms, and in i t s  Articles of Incor- 
poration to  bring them into consonance with the amendment, 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a l l  congregations,  pas tors ,  and teachers  be urged 
likewise to submit th is  memorial t o  the 1962 Synodical Convention and to devote their  ef- 
forts to  securing i t s  adoption, 

CORRECTION OF ERROR RESOLUTION # 2  

WHEREAS, Some members of Synod have publi.cly challenged or denied such teachings of 
Scripture a s  these:  



1) T h a t  thc ea r ly  Old 7'estarnen-t patriarchs knew 2nd ijei3~;vt.d :tr3-. tilere i s  only 
one C&d and t!~-t,atl kfe i s  Triune, 

2) 'i"h3t i i d y  Scripture is in 311 its parrs arid Wo:cjs rhc revt31~-a Word of God, 
factually precise and nnf al l ible;  

3 )  '!hat there wLil be a r e su r r~c t j o l ;  of the f ! e ~ h  and thdf t h e  soul ccntiwtues i t s  
existence dfter de2th; 

4) T h i t  cr:hoc!oxy is at tsinabie i n  th is  l i fe;  and 

M'HEREAS, Such chd1Xerzg.e~ or denials of Holy Scri2t.vre's clear r_ex;hing have not been 
corrected a1-d r ep~d iaeed  up  lo this  time; therefore be id .  

Resolved i  Ths: %kle S';a:c of Lhf; Church Conference fervently prdy that  the Lord of the 
Church w i l l  s t i t :  irj mercy l e 2 d  o?ar Syr:od i2 fait-hfulriess to Ijis WOFGT 3rd  give wisdom 
and strenglli~ to our 3y:~edc.al olffcers to  conserve t h e  gc.re tt?dc:.hi..:g of Hol ;~ Wrir; and 
be ~"ifurtheer; 

Resolved, Thdf :kt:: C O Y ~ ~ E T E ~ C C  r~quest the 1963 Synodical C o ~ i e r e n c e  
A, To  d i : i ~ c r  dl officers, boards, and committees ts ~nihorn Synod h d ~  delegated 

responsability for doctrinal supervision (Constitution, Art, XI, B, 1-3 A r t ,  
XU, 6-6: by-Laws 4, 101., 5 , 2 3  5,225, 6 . 3 9 3 ,  6,75, E;,S3, 6 , 16Sa ,  I I .23a)  
faj-thfuily and dilig~?ntly t o  discharge their duties to rnair7.t air1 Syriod 9 doctrinal 
s t a ~ d a r d ,  C~or%st, Art 11; and 

13, Liki.wi.-,e to direct  the officers responsible for carrying our the direcrives ci ted 
promptly to secure the retraFion, because  of t h e  errors they contain ,  of the art- 
icles aod essay.; "God I s  One" (Luth. Quarterly, Aug, 19-59], "The Bible A s  
Record, Witness and Medlum (N.  111. , April 1959). t"ei.elation and Inspiration" 
Nesxern  Dis t r ic t ,  Oci .  1959) , "Resurrectior, of the Bcdy ;ir;d Immgrtality of 
of the Soul" (Seminarian, March 195 8) , and such otber a r t i c les ,  and public 
teaching as have been and need t o  be prorested again,<t, 3n vdiid Scriptural 
grounds; and thar , ,  if such retractions are refused , the cificers proceed without 
delay' to apply the S y ~ o d i c a l  d isc ipl ine  prescribed i n  t h e  Ey-Laws ci ted;  and 
be bit P~~ . r t~ i e r  

Resolved, That d!l congregations: Pastors, and teachers br  urged likewise t o  submit this  
memorial to r h ~ :  1962 Sy:lodicai Convention and to devote t h e 2  efforts so securirig i t s  adopt- 
ion,  

WHEREAS, Cur  Lord has specifically committed to each c ~ , l y . r e g a - i . . i ~ ~ ~  of C;hristians the 
duty and authorixy to c a r v  a;o csnc  busion the s t eps  of d i s c i p l ~ r ~ e  set for~1-t i;-1 Eu'laxt, 18, 
and has  accorded ria s u c h  authr~ri ty to others;  and 

WHEREAS, 01.1 the  other hapa, SyrLod i s  a c o n f e s s i o ~ a l  o rgan~za t i o r  v+lch has the right 
to  es tab l i sh  standards of membership i n  i t  and has the duir;- TO i t s  members to  eqforce 
those cri teria of fellowship; and 

WHEREAS, Scrip cure ckrrarly teaches i n  d. Tim, 5: 20 and Gal .  2: 1 l 14 ths-c i n  k n s t x x e s  of 
public sir; pub1 L C  r ~ b u  ke Is  i n  order; therefore be i t  



that  

1) TVe recognize that  there is a dist inction bstween ~ o l z g r e g a t i o ~  drscx~liz-ie [Matt. 
18) and the discipline properly exe rc i s ed  by a synodical  body for the rnainrezance of the 
confessional  standard upon which membership is c o n d i t i o ~ e d ;  

2) I t  is not Scrjpturaliy legitimate to the application of the first rwo s t eps  
of Mat t ,  18 in  the c a s e  of public s in  within a congregation or sn the application of synod- 
ica l  discipline to ~ n s t a ~ . e e s  of public error; 

3) We reject  appeals  to a vague and formless "ldw of love" u n s ~ p p o r t e d  by c lea r  
Scripture, and we maintain that  the u se  of such appeals  is rssr, permissable tc~ justify 
failure to practice truly evangelical  synodical d i s c ip l i ; . ~~ . ;  

4) We hold that  i t  is the responsibility of officers of Synod t o  carry out syriodical 
discipline i n  accord with the C o n s t i t u t i i o ~ ~  Articles 111, 1,8, VI, XI, X1P; ~ n d  be i t  further. 

Resolved, Tha t  we prayerfully petition Synod in  i t s  1962  c o n v e r ~ t i o ~  to re i te ra te  its agree- 
ment with the principles s e t  forth above; and be i t  further 

Resolved, That 3.11 congregations,  pas tors ,  and teachers  be urged l ikewise to submit 
th i s  memorial to  the 1962 Synodical Convention and to  devote their efforts to securing i t s  
adoption, 

THE THEOLOGY OF FELLOWSHIP RESOLUTION # 4 

'GHEREAS, in such passages  as Matt.  9:15; Rom, 16:17, T i b s  3:10; 2 John 9-11; 1 Tim, 
6:3-5; 2Tb-es, 3 ~ 1 4 ;  2Sor, 6:&4-17 Eoly Scripture in  broad, iric1usiii.e ~errnr-.; forbids 
church fel lov~xhip with individuals and groups who hold to  error; and 

Wbereas , Tk L.u";eran Confessions speak in the s;r;lmf: fashion (Smalcald &"acles, Trig, 
5 16; Formula of Concord Trig, 106 1) ; and 

Whereas ,  Our Synod h a s  so understood and applied these  passages  and h d s  repeatedly 
recognized and declared t l t a t they  apply to pulpit ,  a t t a r ,  and prayer--feI10v\-sbi~~ 

(Cf e . g .  , Dr. Schwan, Syn. Proc. 1867: "Accordingly, unity in  iaiti-i is a:1 absol-  
utely indispensable prerequisite for church f e l l o ~ v s h i p , ' Y 5 ~ y  P~rcsc. 1881,  3'1: "We t e l l  
everyone who champions a different doctrine among u s .  . . " We do not be!ol?g t3gether. , . 
We can  no longer walk together. Hence,  we c a n  no longer pray together, " Brief State-  
ment 1932: "We repudiate unionism, that is church-fellowship with the adberecrs of 
fa lse  doctrine. " St ,  Louis Faculty Opinion on Prayer-FellowshPp, 1941" "'L411 texts in  
which we are warned aga ins t  fa l se  teachers and their fa lse  doctr ines ,  as Per, 2 3 3  1-32; 
Matt ,  9 ~ 1 5 ;  Rom,  I6:17; Col ,  2.:8, 20-22; 2 Tim. 4:2-4; 1 John 43, forbid pulpit-fellow- 
sh ip ,  altar-fellowship , and prayer-fellowship with the heterodox, " Proc. i 9 4  1, 303 
" . . . i t  is understood that  no pulpit ,  a l t a r ,  or prayer-fellowship has been es tabl ished bet-  
ween u s  and the American Lutheran Church, : and 

WHEREAS, "The Theology of Fellowship, " prepared by a committee withria the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, in Part TI limits the scope and appl-icability of a cumber of: the  
aforementioned passages  without Scriptural war-rant and proposes a novel expos~t iorr  of 



some (cf. p. 4 0 ,  " f . i i sc  prophets, . . are men who fa l se ly  claim to be prophets,  that is 
i ~ s ~ i r e d  (~rnp5ai..l c: a d d e d )  - soske smen for God'> doctri.;e. c . n : ; ~ o ~  he  r:l)nrnply equsteci -- 
with airy forrnai system of doctrifie or with any ifidivJdua! ii~ilt pf 21~;;~In a sy2tem (emphasis 
cldded) p .45  o,.; Rorn, J 6 : 1 7 - 5 @  IVlatt, 7~15; and 

WHEREAS, The- Docui-i~entddeinle s the xpeclfic applicabil i ty of acT,? passage  of Scriptwe to  
a-.i erring group p, 4 1 , "The Apcstolic indicative s and irnp~ratxve i; r.dY~r:o: be automatically 
transferred Lo presens:-day confessional-srganizatio~al groups. Rather, their  ineent must 
be faithfully elr;dcrstoc?d and  brought t o  bear  on the a l t e r ~ d  a:-~d complex co~i-emporary s i t -  
ua t io r~"  ; acd 

Vu'lHEREAS, The  d ~ ~ u r n e n t  replaces the c l ea r  objec-tive inj~xnctSo.;-,s c\f God" s Word, which 
m a K e  the practice of i~llowskip dependent or., uinsty in correct cor;iei;sio~~, w i t h  a proced- 
ure thclrr, requiles :'pic 2bli:tj~ to read hear ts  and to  deteruni~e spax-. ;~~~ 31 s&cltr;s apdrt from the 
co-rric~sion m 9 d e  e' P 42 : a:-.id 

W i E R E A S ,  T ~ E .  c'ocrtlrnent repneat~dly disparages  "confes su.ol;al-sig,3r~iza:ional forms of fel-  
l o ~ s h z ~ ~ '  , e, g o  

P t;, 4 2: "'The c7 sfLoul d qot be "treated a s  absolute s , that  15, d ~ f ~ r t x r ~ g  y~vi:h d i ~ r r ~ e l y  
o rda i r i~d  m d  i j ~ . ~ d  aur170rjtjf the limits within which Christ~ar! fe Ilowship nmy be 
~ x t r c i s e d  ciitd bryor,d whxch i t  dare  not g o . "  They ( ~ s ! t ,  7 : J C :  Ron. 16:17-18) 
must ni=r:, hc>vfever, ks 2ppIiec"l to Chris t ians  i n  a confessbon-orgsrL~zdtional fel- 
l(a~lvs hip ctr.hc:r tb -.arr, or:e 3 on-~>. " 

arid thus ,  irt e f f ~ r :  n ililifies Sjri?odas Const i tu t ion,  Articles T i  (Coriession) , III; I (Ob- 
jects)  m d  VI (C'oridit-io~~s of Membership) and e l imates  (3 b5;sic re3so.n for the exis tence  
and continua:lce of a confess iocal  sgmodical fellowship; a d  

VfHERERS, The document makes  the permissibil i ty of joint prayer conci.lsgent, for example,  
on probabllitict s (" probable ef fect"  , p,  45) and thus agair: , without Scriptural warrant ,  
s e t s  man 's  subjective judg.mer;t and g u e s s  a s  t o  probabilities over agdinst  the plain com- 
mands of God ' s  Ufsrd; a:.d 

WEERE;E;XS, TkLc dscumenr, i.p; ma7liy p laces  employs vagu? t e r~mino l~g  y ;  xad 

WHEREAS, The  docun-le;~ t , p, 46, 2 ,  i n  substance employ2 the rersor:i"ng t h - t  the end just-  
lfies the rnedns; and 

T ~ H E R Z A S ,  The I F - - ~ o ~  oi the docurneslt is t o  remove a l l  o'.,jjet=:;ve 3c . i i~ ru ra1  sriteriz for 
c l . h ~ i r ~ h ~ f ~ I 1 ~ ~ i j h i p ~  a d  to  makz 1:s p r a c t i c ~  dependen"r, iir; re;li!y, r , i s  a subjective eval -  
vation or Scriptiire" 5piri.r: nn general '  and upovi men" ;m.?;iloso~;hlzi~-gs' actd r~3tionalizat ions;  
and 

WHEREAS, The do cum en^ i : ~  effect i-orlsti -r.i;ltes a repudia t1o.r. of S-,-riz:dls hxstoric Scriptural 
position: therefrjrc' be  iil 

1) Res01ved That :he State of the Church Conference hoId 3 "The 2 x x A o g y  of Fel- 
lowship" 'Lo be ~i~9supported by Scripture and therefore reject_ i t ;  and be  i t  fur- 
the rrnore 

2 " p ~ c f ; o i - ~ ~ i i ,  T3-;-lr f?~ i~  free conference ask the 1962 S,;?odfcij G o ' ' v E : " ~ ~ . o ~ ~  t o  re- 



pudiate the document for the reasons  5o tede  and hs i t  f u r t h ~ r  

3 )  Resolved,  'Th3.r the officers of th i s  conference b~ instructed to  -ira?srnlt a copy 
of these  resolutions of "The Theology of Fellobt-c:hnp" t o  :he *TZreside3t af. ~bhe 
Synodical Goriference , t o  Pres,  Beh2ken, irnmedidtely , for pre se ntatio;., t o  i t s  
c o n v e ~ t i o ~  i n  the  next  days ;  and be it further 

4) Resolved,  That a l l  congregations,  pas to r s ,  and teachers  be urged l ikewise t o  
submit t h i s  memorial to  the 1962  Synodical C s ~ ~ v e ~ t i i o r ~  and t o  devote thei r  cf- 
forts to  securing i t s  adoption 

FORM AND PUILTGTION OF SSCjlIPTURE RESOLUTION # 5 

WHEREAS, Synod and we members of Synod hold and c o u , f e s ~  t that the Holy Scriptures are 
verbally inspi red ,  "in a i l  the i r  parts  and words the  infdllible truth" (ijrief Statement,  I ) ;  
and 

WHEREAS, The language of "A Statement on the Form and E ' r~n.c t io~ of the Holy Scriptures,  
adopted b y  the  ST, L o u s  Seminary facul ty ,  is s o  imprecise and c3pabI.e of erroneous inter- 
pre ta t ion ,  c . g , (emphase s added) , 

1) "The authors.  . . chosen and inspired" , Lutheran thenlogiar;  have regularly poin- 
ted out  tha t  Scripture s p e a k s  of the fac t  thar the  words ,  noz mez, are "GodE - 
bres thed,  " i a sp i red , )  

2) " . . . they record what  God sa id  and did i n  ar,d through the hisrorical  evenrs  3 
i n  the i r  words God discloses h~m:;c.,lf, . . " (This d o e s  not in- - ----= 

escapdbiv declare  tha t  the  words written by t h e s e  rnen are ~ri fa l l ib le  .) 

3) "These human inspired words give men knowledge of the mirid afid work of God. 
(Same object ion.  Why t h i s  curious "humai; inspired" !) 

4) "The Scriptures express what God wan-cs "chern to say &'id accomplish what God 
wan- them t o  d o ,  -- pat of thns function they are 
inerrant ,  infal l ible , axd wholly rel iable.  The-6~ t r ~ l : h f t ~ I r , e s ~  ~ h e i r  szfa?libili.ty 
a s  the on - ise,. . "  (As far a s  che~i y o  these s-.aternents 
may be understood correc t ly ,  but  they d o  uiotu;r,mi~takc3blgr include confess ion 
tha t  the Holy Scriptures are "in a l l  their par ts  m d  words the ~rlfal l jblf :  t x t h ,  al-  
s o  i?? those  parts  which t rea t  of historical  , geogrdphic:dl p avd atke3r secular mat- 
te rs  , " Brief St;i3.tement). 

5) "God Himself has spoken in the inspired w a d s  of thp Scriptures.  " (Thiz  s t a t e -  
ment d o c s  m r include a l l  of the words of Scriprure); and 

WHEREAS, I t  i s  the notorious pract ice of l ibera ls  t o  s e i z e  u p o ~  and u se  ambiguous phrases  
a s  a just if icat ion and cloak for their- refusal  to ococfess thar; Scripture i n  a l l  i t s  par ts  and 
words is inerranr. arrd infa l l ib le ,  and phrdses of t h i s  " S ~ a t e r n ~ n t "  could be used for that  
purpose; therefore be i t  

RESOLVED, That the State of t h e  Church C o n f e ~ e n c e  mernorlalizc t h e  1962  Synodical Con- 
vention t o  declare  that "A seaternent 012 the Form arid F ~ n c t i o t ?  of the Ealjl- Scr~pmures" is 
not acceptable  because  of ixs lack of c lar i ty  and dubious exprcsslons; a ~ % d  be ~ p t  further 

RESOLVED, That a l l  congregat ions ,  pas to r s ,  aud teachers be urged likew ise to  submit  



t h i s  memorial to ';he !962 Synodical Convention and to devote tk;ci.r efforts to  securing 
its adoptior,, 

PUBLICAiZlONS OUT Of FRlNT RESOLUTION # 6 

WHEREAS, There s s  m u c h  doctrinal confusion in our time s ,  and x i a c k s  09 S c r ~ p t ~ r e  are 
ever increasing; auld 

-WHEREAS, Many of the erniu~ent orthodox theological pub l l i~~~~t io i : ?  c?f Q,:L Chcrch are no 
lozrnger I ra,  prir.t acd &re ~kugerly soi~gl-nt by both clergy and ? a ' , s / ;  t h ~  rc-forc 

This confrr~rr;cc Lrge S ~ X X ~  i n  its 9962  convention to i~s t ruc r ,  our pvblrshlx-ig house to 
Vv'a1:her's 1958 essay .  

Who Wish to 3e 16s S e r v a ~ t s  ? 
----vwv---- 

son and Revelation 
by Theodore Engelder, a11d the 
be it  furdhermore 

Resolved, That 311 cmgregat-ions , pastors,  and teachers be urged lakewzse to submit 
.this memorial to t h e  1962 Synodical Convention and to  devote rhex efforts to  securing 
its adoption, 

LUTESEWAN WORS,C T"EL>'il,WAtrli_)N AND 
NATIONAL LUTHLRAN COLTNCJL RESOLUTION # 7 

WIIEREAS, Goth the Slutheran World Federation and the Natiocal Eal'ihcran Coi~ncil. are 
unionistic irt character and work, and embrace groups that are not in  doctrinal dgree- 
m e n  t with the Missouri Synod; and- 

'Irt~HEREAS, Bo:.h organizac.j.ons are addicted to an  emphasis or  "sa~~S2I gos2e2; " there- 
fore 

BE IT  R C S O L V g ,  THAT 

The 1,962 Synodicdl Cjonve~i~ion be requested to  direct Sy-azod?~ officers to sever all con- 
nections involving worship or joint religious work which S-yirr,od or a.(l-y of its subsidiary 
agencies may have with either orgar~ization and to  avoid any such t u x  as long as the 
~rgan-izatiot?,~,  me~ t ioned  malntaizl their present position and dctivity; and be it further 

Resolved, T h a t  all. c,or:gregations, pastors,  dnd teachers be urged l~ kewise to  submit 
this n~emoric311 xo the 196% Svnodical Convention and to devote their eff-mts 10 securing 
its acfo~tlor~,  

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF GHURCI3LS AND 
THE1 VVORLE COUhTCII, 01 CHURCHES RESOLUTION # 8 

WHEREAS, Thc5 I'Jati~zral Council of Churches and the World Coilricll of Ghurches  hold 
and advocate ddoczril-ies arci practices contrary to  Synod's stated positier?. and 



WHEREAS, Evidence i s  a t  hand that  some in leading positions in these  organizations have 
lent  their support ,  wittingly or u-nwittingly , to  ideologic s and movements that threaten to 
destroy our God-ylven freedom as a nation; t h e r ~ f o r e  

BE IT  RESOLVE 

The State of the Church Conference memorialize Synod" 1962 convention 

1.) To direct  individual members and subsidiary bodies of Synod now associa ted 
with the National. Council of Churches or the Wortd Council to sever  such  
connections immediately, and 

2) By reso lu t io~ .  to record i t s  stand against  the positioi; arLo pra c i i s e  of the 
National Cot_iwsc;iJ and the World Council; and be 11: further 

Resolved That a31 congregatioris, pas tors ,  and teachers  be urged likewise to submit 
-------wA!l 

th is  memorial to the 1962 Synodical Convention and t o  devote their efforts to  securing 
i t s  adoption, 

RESOLUTION # 9 

WHEREAS, Communism has declared itself and is known to  be militantly opposed to  
Christianity and subversive of the principles upon which our nation was  founded: there- 
fore 

BE IT RESOL 

The State of the Church conference petition Synod 

1) T o  instruct the Board for Higher Education to di rect  zhe teachers of socia l  
s c i e ~ c e s  i n  Synod" s inst i tut ions t o  ins tmct  their pupils CIS to the destruct-  
ive character  and tac t i cs  of the commuuzixt and related ideologies;  and 

2 )  T o  instruct  the appropriate department or board of Synod t o  compile and pub- 
l i sh  for our congregations a l i s t  of competent lecturers on the evils of Com- 
muxixm and related ideologies;  and be it further 

Resolved, That a l l  congregations,  pas tors ,  and teachers  be urged l ikewise to submit 
th is  memorial to the 9962 Synodical Convention a ~ d  to devote rheir efforts t o  securing 
i t s  adop tion, 

BIBLE T M N S ~ ' T I O Z ~ ~ S  AND PAIIAPHMSES RESOLUTION # 10 
(Revised) 

WHEREAS, Each. congregation h a s  and retains the right t o  determine the orthodox books 
of worship and ins tmct ion to be used in its midst; and 

WHEREAS, M ~ c h  study and evaluation of the multiplying new Blhbe trartslatiores and 
paraphrases is s t i l l  needed; arid 

WHEREAS, We find the King James Version of Scripture s t i l l  t o  .be the most fluent and 
doctrinally faithful translation we have ,  and that  its lariguage continues u ~ m a ~ i c h e d  i n  
beauty and majesty; and 

WHEREAS, None of the present modern tralzslations is adcqilate in  accuracy a~-id language 



t o  serve  a5 a Bihle t e x t  in  a ca tech i sm,  Bible h is tory ,  or other material of our Church, 
and 

WHEREAS, Our Chr is t ians  should have a Bible which i s  ~n thear own language and in  
which they c a n  t rus t  every  word from cover  t o  cover ;  tbcrefore 

BE ITKESOLVUD THAT 

The State of t h e  Church Corif~reutce memorialize the 1 9 6 2  Synociical, CoEventiox 

1) 'Tb3i we direct tha t  all  sldiements in Synod 's  official publications regarding 
Bible tri2n3la"Lo'i;~ ar,d paraphrases  be confined to object ive  anelj.1 y SF s avd 
tha-sy-odical agenc ies  refrain from propaganda for a p a r t i c u l x  ve r s ion ,  e s -  
-pscldb!y for the Revised S"La.?dard Version; and 

2) 'Th3t vve do i2at use the Revised Standard Versiari, or other rnodern translat ions , 
which by ,i'zlr:eir errors are disqualif ied from becomirig the Bible of our Chiarch, 
i~ our c3i-echisrn, Bible h i s to ry ,  l i turgy,  or i z ~ t r u c t i o ~ n a l  materials  but aTivsit 
the production ( ~ f  accura te  modern Bible for the use of our Church; and 

3 )  T1.m~ we encourage Synod's  pas tors  , t e a c h e r s ,  and lay people TO work for a 
Bible that  is accuraee and in  the language of the people and urge our Christ-  
i a n  schol-ars to cooperate i n  producing such  a Bible;  3rd be .I.): further 

Resolved, T h a t t h e  members of th i s  Free Gonference urge our k r e t h r ~ n  irz the Chtirch rnean- 
while to contiraue to use the King James  Verslon isrn public i n s t r u c ~ i o n  and worship; and be 
i t  further 

Resolved,  That a l l  congregdt ions ,  pas to r s ,  and t eachers  be urged l ikewise to submit 
t h i s  memorial t o  the 8962 Synodical @onvention and t o  devote their  efforts  t o  securing 
i t s  adopt jox 

VALPAW S 0 UNIVERSITY RESOLUTION $$: 11 

W E R E A S ,  Vaipdz-aiso U n ~ v e r ~ X t y  p resen t s  i tself  as a L~a-n.t_t-lera:- U11l uersity serving the needs 
of our Church,  3rd st.u,dee:%3, parefi ts ,  and contributors a l ike  :herefore expec t  tha t  the teach- 
ing and p u b l i c a t l o ~ ; ~  of suckL aara institutj.on wi l l  be in  accord -witi-, the doc=trri-r;al position of 
Synod; arid 

WHEREAS, Vslparuiso U2iversliy rece ives  large contributions from Syr)od --wide sol ic i ta t ion  
of f ~ n d s  a u t h ~ r i z e d  b y   he Board of D i r e c ~ o r s  of Sy~lod;  therefore 

We peticdo~: the 1962  S y ~ o d i c a l  @oxer r t ion  t o  direct  Sy~od" Preskiarlm and Board of 
Directors 

1) To cs211 up03 the universi ty to  conform i t s  teaching and p u b l i c x i o n s  (both facul ty  
and student) t o  -the d o c t r h a l  posi t ion of Synod: d ~ ! d  

2 )  If the university capnot  or  wi l l  rlot d o  s o ,  t o  refrain from au thor iz~ng  further S:,mod- 
wide soliei tat ior ,  of funds for  the  school;  and be it further 



Resolved,  That a l l  Congregdti.ona, Pastors and 'Teachers be urged l ikewise  t o  submit 
th i s  memorial TO t h e  1962 Syaodical  Cosrvention a r ~ d  to devote rheir efforts  t o  securing 
i t s  adoption., 

CONTINUATION OF CONFERENCE O B J E C T I ~ S  n ~ s o ~ u ~ r ~ s ~  # 1 z 
WHEREAS, There is evident  need for th i s  conference and for the cor~.tinuation of i t s  work 
and object ives ;  therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED: 
A. That the Executive Board, Conference , Bflfices , and Invitat ional  Commrttee 

continue their  work by 
1) Directing the  resolutiorls of the free conference t o  the dppropriate of- 

f i c i a l s  and organizat ions of. Synod, together with papers del ivered a t  
th i s  conference vilhich pertain thereto; 

2 )  Call ing further meetings and conferences ;  
3 )  Appointing area  representat ives t o  es tabl ish  discussior:  groups for s tudy 

and inf o i r~s t i on  or: vital. doctrinal n:a%ters confro~til:g our church; 

B. 'l'balt a l l  registered members of th i s  free conference and others of like mind be  
urged t o  ovolbinteer the i r  t a l e n t s ,  t ime,  and support for  the  furtherance of th i s  
work; 

C .  That the execv-ti.ve offfcers of the conference study the  feas ib i l i ty  of publish- 
ing a jorirnal of theology to  d isseminate  the essays here presented. and similar  
material for the preservation of the pure 'Word, a.s ii: h a s  been confessed bis- 
torical ly l i. Synod" theological  posi t ion,  

THANKS RESOLUTION 1# 13 

BE IT TEAT 

A. The Conference thank the e s s a y i s t s  for giving s o  generously  of thelr  time and 
t a len t s  in. order t o  present  and preserve -the sound Scriptural position upon 
which om- Church w a s  fouzdecl and f lorar ish~d;  

B e  The Conference tha:zk a l l  officers and committees for the exce l l en t  work tha t  
made th i s  free corrfere~ce poss ih lc ;  

C. The Conference especrialjby thank our chairmdn acd moderator, the Rrverend C. 
A. MacICenzie for h i s  able  service  in  tha t  capac i ty ,  



The Resolutaons on Church Uni.ori W i ~ t t - ~ z s  
Adopted by 

The  Thirty -Sixth Biennial C o n v e r ~ t l o ~  
of the Vfisconsin Ev, 1,utLier~n Sysod 

Assembled at Wisconsin Luthera n High S c h ~ o l  
Mllvvaukee, Wisconsin 

August 8-17,  1961  

Men and Brethren: 

Ir; f ea r  and love tow-ard God,  with a deep  s e n s e  of the awesome respocsibil i ty resting 
upon u s ,  with concern for the souls  bought with the blood of God's  OTML Son and already 
given or yet to  be given into our care, with a like concern for the  s ~ i r i t u d  health aad 
welfare of o w  s i s t e r  synod,  the Lutheran Church-Missouri Symd , in  the attitude of men 
who e a c h  Sunday p ~ b l l c l y  implore their God and Savior "i >crease. . . i:~ U S  true obedience 
to Thy Word,"  with hearts fuorrr which we have s o u g h t t o  banrsh the legalism which de-  
l ights  in sitting in judgment on others--in th is  spi r i t  we have worked t o  furnish our re- 
port and now present  it to  you, 

Ail our committee members but  one have agreed t o  present -this a s  our report t o  the Sy- 
nod in  conventiorz, Pastor Hugo He Hoenecke formally dissents from the majority op- 
iniorl expressed in the report,  

Y e t  truthfulness requires th is  t o  be said:  'She agreement men"to;lcd above does  not mean 
that  all mernbers of Committee No,  2 are in  full accord with everywith said in th i s  report. 
Several expressed reservat ions ,  but did not wish t o  enter  a formal d i s sen t ,  Others did 
not express  themselves.  No pressure was  exerted in  the committee to secure such an  ex-  
pression.  But a l l  but one agreed t h a t t h i s  is the report that ought to  be presented t o  the 
Convention. 

(Presented as a part of the entire report by uunat-imous 
decis ion of Committee Number 2 ,  ) 



REPORT OF THE FLOOR COMMITTEE NO. 2 ON DOCTRINAL MATTER3 

RESOLUTIOI\J NO. b 

SUBJECT: The Report of the Cornrnissaon 0x1 Doctrinal Matters.  

WHEREAS, 'Tki'r,e Wlscowsin Evangelical Luth-man Syimd h a s  lociged rnar~y admor~itiorls 
and protests with the Lutheran Chrch - -Mis  souri S y ~ o d  during the past 
twenty years to win her from the path that leads  to liberalism in  doctrine 
and practice (Cf, Proceedings 1939. , page LS9; 1941. . page 431; 74ff; 
1 9 4 7 , .  page 104Ef; 114f; 1949. ,  page 1 % 4 f f ;  1951.. page 1101f; 1953.. 
page 95ff,) : a ~ d  

WHEREAS, Our ddmoni ti0n.s have largely gone unheeded,  and the is sues have re - 
nlained unresolved; and 

WHEREAS, Many sf the policies and practices vi~irlich cal led l o r ~ h  our adrnoni t io~s  
were i n  tlie field of fellowship; and 

WHEREAS, The 195  9 Coa-ivention of the Wisconsin Evszzgellcal Lcthersn Sli-r:od there - 
fore gave its Corrzmissior~ on Doctrinal Matters the directive '"to c o n t l n ~ e  
and accelerate rhe d:scussions in the fain-c Union Commitzees eo f a r i~g  
i3bou.t complete unity of doctrine and practice in  the S y ~ o d i c a l  Cc>r!fereurc=e 
to  give primary consideration in  their d i scuss ions  to  the ares of fellow - 
sh ip ,  . . t o  contirlue i t s  efforts in the Joint Union Gommitrees ~-2rbil agree - 
ment car1 be brought about. " (Wisconsin Synod Froceediilg; , 1 9 5 9 ,  p. 
195) ; drld 

WHEREAS, The Commissicr>n has  laitbfully carried o u t t h i s  directive but ilow regret- 
fully reports that  differences with respect  to the Scriptural principles of 
church fe1lox~ship--difference s which i t  holds to  be divisive --have 
brought us  t o  an impasse; and 

WHEREAS, Our Cornmission k Theses on Church Fellowship are not to  be COP-xidered 
a formal confess ional  document. (Othherwise i t  would be advisable t o  ex- 
parid them considerably , for i n ~ t a m ; e ,  .:a preface ;hem with the Eoc trine 
of the CV:urck, the Marks of the Church, etc, They  were "JE:": d ~ d  used 
simply as  a wrorking document i n  xhe dischissions of the Joizt  Doctrinal 
Commi t~ees ,  A s  such they were to express the Scriptural a n d  hii4torical 
prirxiple s of the tecckailzg and p r a c ~ i c e  of church fellowslztp held by the 
Synodical Ck:lference, 1 ; and 

WHEREAS, 'The subs:artee cr>f the s e  Theses it-; an expre s sioul cjf the Scriptanr3l. prknci- 
pies  an which the Wisconsin Ev, Li~theran S y ~ o c t  has sxood artd which 
hiive guided i t  in  its practice for rn3.n~ ye3r.i (Cf. FELLOWSHI? TI-iEl\i AND 
NOVJ); dnd 

WHEREAS, In the Statement of the Overseas  Committee, FELLOWSHIP IN IT5 I\JECESZ 
SARY CONTEXT OF' T I E  DOCTRINE OF THE C:I5UR.CX, we have focnd nothing 
t o  warrant arly modification of our p o s i t i o ~  :,-3 church f e l i ~ v s h i p ;  arld 



DOCTRINAL MATTLRS 
Page 2 

WHEREAS, In ihe r,cv.; forum sucjgesred by rhe 0v~r i : ea . r  ilomm;r:-ee and adopted by 
the Sy~iodical Conference we see no aver~ue Iesij ;-y ~o tne removal of 
the ( j i i ference i r ,  r~gi3rd to church feilowshi;l p r ! r - c ~ s ! ~ s  1~11;cli EO-vv ex- 
i s t s  ~G:WHE'F the Li,",~eran C:h-i:rck --- IvIizs.,~-lri "9:-.-ad a:.d sv,r Wisconsin 

i a Evtingctecd! T_,i.i~herarj S;rriod; and 

WHEREAS, Tne doctrir~e at the C:htjrch has not bee3 ;:llgI:acrc:, ir ::he ii-rt~rsyrmdical 
$4 e-j C: ,J, c -,;.Lens -' ir: the pdj: (GI. Synodic31 Co:-ir---:er,r-e Rtpcci ;  1945), 1948, 
1950 , 1952, 1934); a d  

WHEREAS, $ 7 7  &he l; tlzc.rdn GI- ilrch_ - -  j.v1issu~ri. S;.i,od k a5 ,a: re: ; V t ~ I ' ~ ~  from rhe U ~ I -  

scripriiral position lnoy held by i r  3 r d  a1 so ~ x p r e b E € ? d  i n  THE THEOL- 
OG*Y OF FL1;LC)VdSEIIF Part I1 , hut cor:tIvline -ls to lciel~  ha; position 
3rd  carrjes on fellovvship practices which conform xo that  position 
( e .  g o  ihe ~TNO meetings 1,vith the Narional. L~"_er3:1 C ~ ~ u c c i l  on Co-op- 
eraxive dctivi ties, July 7-9: 1960 ard  N o v e m b ~ ~  ! 8 dnd 2 9 ,  1 9 6 0 ,  with 
a third rneetiq to be held October 30-Novernber I, !9b!; The National 
I.,uthera1-7. E d ~ , ~ c a t x o n  Cor~ference, Jan, 8 -13, 196 i;  be C;or!ference of Luth- 
eran Profe:'sor.; of Thes!ocjy, j':;ne 5 -7, 196: --- , i lk af these including 
corzf~:renic devot ior ,~)  ; and 

WHEREAS, W e  recoqyl-ize our sacred t r u s t  and the oblig~+::~o:? !c "cor.t~r!d for the 
faxt'n, orce delivered un-to the sainxs, " drid d l . 5 ~  to g ive  vVegorous t e s t -  
imony on Church Fellowship before the chilrch 3 r d  ihr kvorld, be i t  

RESOLVED: a) That we :low su";peTL fe l lowship  ui.ls;.'r, t h c  L ~ ~ ~ h t r r l r i  C1:b~c.h--Missouri 
Synod ori the b f 3 s i  of Romans 1.6: 17 -18 Wi;h h o ; ~  iiid prayer to God 
that .the Lutheran Churt=h.--Mi-u;souri S f ~ o d  w i l l  he~xr i:,~ ~ h f S  resolution an  
evangc;licai summons to  "come to herself" ( 'Like i;: 17) a::d to return to  
the s:ster Iron v~horn SIE has  es-trb-dngca l;cr5eiz; a!-u bc- LZ f u ~ ~ h e r  

RESOLVED: Es; Thai ~irider ct.~_ridi:.iou:s which do no?: I-mpl:, a denis! of ob;r grevious 
testirnor!y \hie star:d reday to  resume d i s c i ! s s ~ n ~  :: wirl? : k . ~  L::theran 
i7hurch---Missouri S y c ~ d  with the aim of rcix 2 .  _ihl i.ri?i-2y i:nit;l of doctrine 
and praetic-E acd of restcring fellowship r;iar;olls, '"~klese dl.scassions to 
he cc~_rlduc.t.,r-d out side t h ~  frarne~ltrou-it of f e l l  ~ W L J - Y ~ Y  and be i t  furzhe r 

RESOLVED c) T h i t  vii: clrt not passing judgment 0%: tk,e per7oci2l li?iti^! of dfiy mdi- 
vic'fua.! r n e m b e ~  of the Lurlieran C".kiu.rcl:---lbl d 5 4 c ~ , i r  i 3 ,-!~a(", , hul xkai; we are 
addrc r 52 i:-::~ ;he s tgrrl admox;jlio:1 req~l- rec~ Si'.. 1 ~-y,;i: t 3 7 ) ' ~  L;~kt-rar Church -- 
!Vi is :>c~r i  81~noc.i 3 3  a ccu-ponte bod\-: 3rd LP 11 f ~ ~ r i , ~ : ~ . ;  

3 Thc2 wcrG ' ' q - ~ ~ ~ p ~ ~ l - j ' i  c 3 ~  s * F r t  -. Fc:ri?y o$e .so f L. D U Jl-r.c~ ;? :t e re;;ol~;t,c):~ has  all 
-'.he Iinal~t-; of "Icrrr1irl2:io~ during rhe d~rat..::! oi rh:-. ::uipe,r,siorb, but con- 
tains tht ii(>j2c> chiit coiitai.115 the hop? cha: o o ~ + c ~ i t i c ~ . ~  m i g h t  some day war- 
razt the- r~cr;sziblis.;bment of fells~\;shrp~ * A " ' X ~ t v  I 'i,e --"lc^-~ch you,  brethren, 
m2r-ic thein which cause divi5ions a:>d e2c ;c; . cof  f.r irq>- Po tt-:e doctrine 
whiek, ?;^e tie lc;-,arr;ed; a-cd &void tklerri, i 3 r -  :he; tiri:~: aar such serve not 
our Lord ~ F S ~ I S  C h r i a t  , but their- own bi:l:y: c~?-ld ??y qol;d words arid fair 
s~)eeches dec:ei\~ts the h e a - t s  of the s i m ; ~ i c ,  ' 
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RESOC,'JED: d) That we axe ready to contir2ile GILJ-~. sup~;:orf of :he ~s:I.:.! ~:roje~'t:; cilxZ- 
ried on bg- the Syr~odical Conference ard by g r o u F s  wii,h~--, the Sy:.c>dic31 
Co~ference unEd we car. adjust to the ci-w cor:dltioce. bmoug'rl about by 
?he suspen;ioz of fellowship with the I ,u~her3n C:'-:rcb ---* Misscruri S;- 
nod; and be "z flurth~r 

RESOLVED: el ;hat we call upoil al I OUT rnernmrs to ma-.llft-:;? ttje ~.~~dgrsi. ' - l~- idi lrg, con- 
1 s 

sideration,  avld patience of love: auricg this pea rod oi c - h s : . ~ ~ ~  2r7a 3 a j u ~ t -  
me nt. (Vfe  a l a ~  direct  atten.iJlcrl -tc the fac; that r k i s  Oo..;-gen"ion h3s dl- 
;c.;idy taker! sore of the problems that will ariie a-d ;?.;- 3pg;oved ;i si;vdy 

- R ccimrnittee :hat woi~ld sugpl; tx:lpfl;l c~i.r;i.L 3:-ii yd .daq~.c .  Sc-e tkLe; 
2m-t of Committee No.. 4, Iiesoiv :;on 2 .) a;:c i -  ~ L I  r ~ k s  r 

RESOLVED: Tha t  the ar:':;orl takerl il: our- resolution of S L I Y ~ ~ :  txo'l dlne~! col- apply 
to oLjr fdlows'_:ii_, relations w~.rb the E v ~ . r r ; g e l i c ~ l  iur.l-x?a-arl Sy.:~od, the 
Synod of Ewargr-lical Luthzran Cburche  s , the Cv-3r.geiical Lt~+hevi : - ;  Church  
of Australla the Evang-elic al Lv tkeran Ch:;lrch of Sl;~;gl.~~~ci -,he Ev,-lcgeiical 
Lutheran Free Church (Uvangclisch-Luther~sche Fre~k.rrcht.1, the Ev5cgeli- 
ccil Lu therar; (Old Luficras!) Church (Ev3l!geliscrh - -L~~the i - i  sche al.tlu",herische 
Kirche) , dnd t h e  Igre ja E:va~c;elic;~i I,cte?rana do Rrr,srl., 3s vb-E i? a:. dny other 
church bod i . 2~  o~~t:hdc the Synodical Coniere;,ce with whom we have been in 
f~ llo~/irship; and be it further 

RESOLVED; y) Thax we declare our desire to discuss  the prlnc i p l e i  of churcri f e l i ~ w -  
sh ip  further with the church bodies that. were reprp ; e n ! ~ d  b y  the members  
of the Qverseas Csmn-littee, au?d L'r.~af- w e  initlate ~ucrh  %reps nigh :  he 
necessapj to carry out such further di:-,cussio.:-3; a:?d be ~t f'ur.t?.ler 

RESOLVED: h) "Tat we encourage ail who are of a l i k e  m i c d  wit?: u s  1;. th?% rntter to 
identify themselves with us i n  suppoi-t-n.g the  Scrlptii::2l ' rGstoricsl  position 
of the Syisodic33. Col.rfere~,c~", a:.d t=e i T  fr;rfl-,er 

RESOLVED: i) Tha: the prc.;j.cent of our Sjilod +,y~.r,::mj-e r:iac%i; 0-f :his  report to rhe pre.;i.- 
dent of the .!,iL-tl:crarr Church -- M i s s o u s ~  S y * z ~ d  ro tGic yresidenxs ~f the 
Evarlgel jcvl Lutheran Syi;od arid of the S y ~ o d  of E.15 -gc. Gc- -1: L:i:ki?ra: Ckr- 
ches t  and .to t k ~  presiderill of :he S\ i ; . f :?~d i~d i  c63~fei.e",il;i.,, AL"".~ kt7 it fi.".all>~ 



RESC)I,UST.'1ON S ADGIP'TED REGARDT NG UOC"L"R1TNAE MASYERS 

The 44th Rey.:ildr Convention. of the Eva~ge1rc;;ti Lilt:-terxi s;;:?od 
bexk lazy L ~ x k e r a r ~  Col lege ,  Wiank:ica, Wli: :.,e sot5 

WHEREAS, The p93lXior: taken by the theologic,3l iricu!iles 3r.d t i-6~ Coctril-ial Committee 
of the Lutherst; Church - l\/lissouri Syr-od on the  doctrine of Tellr,w<kilp, as expressed in  
"The Theology 0: F t i l ~ v v  ; h i p ,  Pdrt 11, " all hu t  rule out tkt ~ F P ! ~ C ~ T ~ O I ,  Matt .  7 , 15 -1 6; 
Romans 16, 17-18; Tlru 3 3 .  10: etc. so  far  as the church iodsy concerned. and fa i l s  to 
s t a t e  c lea r ly  t h ~  prrriciple thar church fellowship is e x e r c i : ; ~ ~  here on ear th  between Chr is t -  
i a ~ s  ox: the basis of their confess ion t o  the pure marks of tile Churc h ( m e u s  of grace - 
Word and Sacrame-rsj  , a:-i is stated ln severa l  wdys in rhe yresenr,atlor.s of the Overseas  
Brethren and the stbier $1-raaa  of the Synodical Ciocfer-ertcc; 

WHEREAS Tile  p r ~  sencd iio;: of the theoloylcal  faculty of Cox?ordia Seminary, St. Louis ,  
"A Statemezt or; :he k zjy.r drd i~nc;!on of :he Holy Scrip:r.rec, ' cxzerpts of' wl-dch appeared 
in t h s  Luthera;? W i t ~ ~ ~ ~ J  A p r i l  a 2  1961,  ("The Scriptures e x r ~ - e s s  whd?  GO^ wzilts them to 
say acd acconplis'l vv5-,,3? Gad vva:~ts them to do. In th is  seybe 3.7d j i  S-:e fulfillment of 
t h i s  f:lnc*ticn they- ;Te iyiery;l-,t, irxfallibie, and wholly reliai,!e ") i s ,  ti, szy :he least, ex- 
tremely i ~ ~ i ; l e a r  :,;ld cite; )-ot incluck a clearcut ioniessi3r, of :"he izet ~ k z i  the Holy Scrip- 
tures are, to qucts t ! : ~  Clrlh-~f St=~teriicnt, ''in a l l  their psrts . ~ r a c i  ~sjordc -:he i ~ f a l l i b l e  truth, 
a l so  13 ~ , h c q e  ~ q p l s  - ~ T ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~  t-e;;? .. of ;listoricai, geograp hicz! , i i ~ d  cttle c sec;ila~- rmatters , John 

- Y 3 0,35 , " wr:lc?i prese:: ~+tio:, wves us  grc;>t C O ~ C ~ T ~ " :  r e g ~ r c : ~ . ~  1h.e pa~itj.3.;" of that s e m i n a ~ y  
faculty Lc>vk~~~rd 5 Sc:!p",- z c : ;  

WHE:REAS, UC;S;P::H i.!:~: f 2 ~ t  t h ~ :  we have l.,een isiformed t2;z.l of'ici~~! Sy:20dical discipline 
i s  being pC3ct:r:cd wi t,L! ir, ti-![:. Ll:*cnera:l Ci;urc!: - Mi; :;c:u 72 Syr;05, ~:t;:.e~:t:eles s gross error 
publicly p:ob~uig-,;ec: g ~ c s  ~ : ~ t ; l l c i y  iirlrepuilia ted, I Tim. , 17 -3i ; 



fessing a unity csz" spir i t  existing e:Qcng the c ~ n s t i b e n t  sy:mdsB 

UrHEREAS, It  is eviden"tthat the Lutheran Spod iea l  Conference ds no iozger f~69ctl0ning 
" .  according to the prime purposes stated in i t s  Gonstitution, and its existence,  as a s  mem- 

bership is p r e s e ~ t l y  constituted, is no Iscger truthfui; be it 

3 ,  RESOLVED, That the Evangelical 1,utheran Synod direct a rnemcrial tc the 1 9 6 2  con- 
vention of the Luthera;a Synodical Conference to Snstftut3 measures to dissolve the Lutheran 
Synodic=a%. Conference; and be i t  fudher  

4 ,  RESOLVED, That we are ready "c omnti~vae o w  support ~ 7 f  the j o i ~ t  pfojects carried on 
by the Luth~ri;n Synodical Ccnfere;~ce and by groups witizfn t h e  Lu"hera.2 S;qnc%dicar;. C ~ n f e r -  
ence until we sail adj3s-t to the Eew cofiditions brought asout by a ti^ p;resen.t action, 

WHEREAS, Cszldi"tions in the Lutheran7Sy~;odical G o n f e ~ n c e  are such as to have made 
the action defined above necessary; and 

WHEREAS, The off $cis1 representatives of our Synod may be asked, tr~ take part In meet- 
ings of the Lzlthesan Synodic4 Conference durirsg the interim; therefo-re be i t  

5 ,  RESOLVED, That i t  Is understsod that  the officlal repres~nk,st%ves 5-3.m CUI Synod do 
not meet in a fellaviship f r a ~ ~ e w s r k  in Lutheran Synodical GcszLference a c e t i n g ~ ~  where the 
Lutheran Church - Misssari  Synod partic ipates , 

WHEREAS, It is our fervent prayer that  the 1962 c c ~ v e n t i c n  ef the Lutheran Church - Mis- 
souri Synod will (30  something to change the situa"kon which has prompted the above resol- 
utions; be it 

6, RESOLVED, That the officers of the Synod be ir~structed to schedule our 1962 con- 
vention during "ce t ime between the  colnventforn of the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 
and that  of the Lu.thers,rz Synodical Conference; 2nd be it further 

7, RESOLVED, ThS"r:oenr Syaod s e n d  observers to t h e  ~ e x t  coravei~tion cf the Lutheran 
Church -- Missour i  Synod, 

WHEREAS, W e  realize t h a t  there are many amsstg those with whom we have had feflcw- 
sh ip  w~ho s t a d  wi-th us  irk doctrine; and 

WHEP-EAS , Our present action of terminating fellows hip relatior? s m a y  be nisuikderstocd 
by some; therefore be i: 

8, RESOLED, Tn3.t our resolations do not pertsin to or affect  the fello$vshlp rebations 
that have here1:olore existed between our Synod aad the Synod of Evangelical Lutheran Ghur- 
ches  (Slcvak) , the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod, the Natiooiil Ellangelical Lutheran 
Church (Finnish),  and the brethren from overseas who have all along been regarded as af- 
filiated with us; and be it further 

9 ,  RESOLVED, That w e  in  addition. invite such o-ti-;era as agree wit:? us to identify 
"cemse8ves with us  in  supporting our Scriptalrra% pashtloc, 



Csaadensed cditi0.a of 1945 
Repsfled by - A, dijr-rl ZP~y:;;is, Pastoor 

7- > 
i. gee Lt:ther3:1 Chug&, Finland 

S;-;..e]i lations !lay% ~%F:,T C,;~JF: p ~ t ~ m l  iiini ta t ions  This i a  ~=-spczi~.b.'sy epparcnt when V J e  

think of the s:~ailes? iiqdividua! groups of a small natisn. Thai. \~l;ic:It e'lsewhere is of a rou- 
tize na.-ivre vrlay "$ tE90be j g, cjifferer? t ~",I.~~l,ira t be a w.;rrci s r  sf G2d . 



" 2 p ~ s t o r s  belocLgiccLg &!;Gs~;" gr~3ups 3rd as a resx!"t2t? 3 , - , ~ - ; 2 + 3 ?  .;f T-CE c i  Lkc3 y~ih;i;r~ge~ 
5 '  - Leaders .;f (rs. r , e& t s i~  5 1- cS'...zp;h ~rgsl:~lzat ian T~r<ss  re@;^&, p';;. :>"C,""P^ ,,, ,4%A .49 Pieper" Dog- 

ma t i c~ .  This wci-k plezsed him but he  noticed tt-,e di?!f-,c;2;ty , / f _ t :~~ iv~e5  ~ ' ' E G ~ ~ I J s ~  the 
fact that t;?e ~ r c r k  vu.3 17,: 6 forelgn language He viizs I -t~eqzee4i*i3: , - b  d 11- g;2;r?-~,-:,g P ~ ' ! E ;  c0ride13sed 
edition (Pieper-Muei~er  1945) t ranslated in to  Fir:nish so ~ h s t  ir c o ~ l l d  be mad-e available 
tor more general. use ,  With th i s  purpose i~ m i d  he  3pprodched me ~ r _  I 9 . 2 ~ ~  A t  that t i m e  
because  or the war ana the heavy war repara t ions ,  our cou3try v u d s  i_r an  ex tremely diifi- 
cu l t  positlop! economical,!.y, Thus it can b? understofid th5r eve:-? r-elari-sely large organ- 
iza-tfon did n;?t da re  .so urder  "Lake such a costly task, TPe x r n h e r  cj C ~ P ~ E S  or a work of 
t h i s  type that ear., he expected %a he sold in  Fi~ia-srd is only fr; she bl*ndrt?ds, When the 
economic srtuatior: impcoved somewhat i n  I%$, al-kc? same !i?ap._-,13' s:ziak.a;:ce had been 
received lsr the work 01 -t;rar:~La.ting, t h i s  c>rganiz?:liorC ckc.,cidc:d co o . ~ . D ~ % s ~  the vvorko The 
t ranslat ing was d o ~ e  tiu-ing the years  1356 '- !%:r ar,d the cornple :ed vvork was published 
3% the keginnin$ o! Tvla~ch P961, 

TrLe t-anshaflor, Pastop Eeikki  Koskenr~iemi, Ph ,  C ,  , 3-1s ~=,e;--s'orrn~d his t e i ~ k  ii: a n  esp-  
ec4afJy fait;hjul m 3 r r e r  to ~vh ich  I c s n  attes-c w!th deep ~~-~Bi?isctia:; ii> my capacity as 
examiner GT the transration, 

In our own midst an rmpt-essive Pieper-festival was  k-scld oi=~ Nlsrck  12, The program 
bncitxded arncs;-,g c-lher. riumbers the r e a d i ~ g  oi an. a d d r e s s ,  w h c h  Cr, Fieper delivzred i n  
1 . ~ 3 0 ,  en jes, 66:26, avlci the reading of some oi Dr., Piepel-" sexaxi;~;;t;ora ~ ~ G S ~ ~ O E S  and 
their  answers .  A c o ~ y  01 the  Finnish Pic,gsr Dsgmailics wa; gVvc2 to each 01 012'1. Theolo- 
gical stud en"^ and a I-rameb pto'tograph of Dr, f" Ieper was p-x:;esited also ~o the t ranslator .  

This Sinxlish transiat ion ol: Pie per ' s  Dogmatics is the very f i r s t  fai~kif uliy Lztheran 
standard dogmatics in  Fifii~ind, I t s  appearance here i s  xh~retor-e d onc:e-in-a-ce~a"-,u~ 
event,  and this year ot i - ts publication is to us  a. year ot j~~b i l ee .  Eve:., m a g y  01 our lay- 
mzn are reading the work and i t h a s  already beer$ purch"3se:l by rn,2?]- ir the  State Church who 
are interes-eed in  Lutheran doctrine, Pie per% %logma"Lc.$ nn F ~ A J ; P * _ ~ s ~  i s  5tr~ng-Lhening pureg 
Lutheran dociri.ne throughoelt all of Fknimd and wiai continue to do sc  in  rhe iuture. The 
en.tire c i rcumstances  ol, t h e  birth or t h i s  work are d tes?:irr,s.--y actrlsr deed o l  the signifi- 
cance of the vs.cgtr.ard pasition of tru.c, Ccnfessional L l r ~ ~ ~ - ~ z ~ : i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  IJ~:s~"yilt: the Sact tha t  i t s  
activity, judging cbt\rdiirdly, is smalr.  From l!is work pi::? rr::EyB -3 qrr.3: ard widespread 
and as ever-spreadir~g biessing, 

G o d 3  Word and Lzz$beu% *and P-cps r"  dcr*  tl-jrtr. 

wir:, pe'irer vazish, not new o~ ; x v c ~ ,  i:c -[2:pler-, 



Sy Pro$-, G~e1-32 ReicT7,idva.ir=' 

The CLC ( ~ k  C3-irch ni the Z.iithrr;;n ccnfe ssio~s) helo i% r 36 ? c-ir:l.ze2;:oi: at the end 
> v 

of A I J C J ~ Y ~  iz Sp31<'3i;~;, Wasi'.inyto:l, Its paper, The I.u'.k;erjr. ~ ~ : L ; c . s ( ~ L I .  dey l~ ted  i t - s  Sept- .- - - - - - 2 .  rr(c-,, ,,-.-- ,-A J 

~:r:her issue te repcx:ing the c ~ f i v e n t i s ~ ,  

Several iterne a:" gel iers i  4sterest were contained in t h ~ s e  regsi"s. 7 % ~  330U-y now cum- 
bers abcilx 7 , t3L3.Z~ souwb;. its president  is tne Rev, Paul Xibrecht ciGr;.~~~~tfs~e, Gr;u",?n D a ~ o t a ,  
and its Vsce-kres~dest 21s Rev, M , J ,  'dVl*t of S p o k a ~ e ,  '&-ask;i-r~gto:~~ Tke ~3:-ivei,~tion corn- 

7 & mitred itseli to ti syno3~s3 i  budget ot $54,2 I b .  50, e s t a b l l 3 b ~ d  ci ckcrz'i extcnslcm fund, 
ar:d cornmili.ze6 itseif pix":ate~i/. to r r i a k  5.ng its COI.LE?CJC? I:riill?zi:i! C - ; ' l ~ y  e 91 M ankato, 

R - . " Minnesota ,  i-:tc a fcr;r-year icstituti.or~, iliree doctrinal paoerc ., eTi7 c - 2t.i.i reflecting t h e  
4n:et.esd; Q!: thi-: @LC, weye? at tkle c o ~ v e ~ & ~ ~ t  ";'he Sc-i,p:!,;.cl; Pi..?ckiri~~ C~ilcerning 
Exci immu.- , ic~~~3:1-~  n:~d &!qc Terminateor; o? Fellowship, " "The Ideai-ii..-g 13: Ekklesia  in  the 
New Test~me:::" , 3.3 "0.. "e Rel%xio;r cf Synod and Local <3i~-,greq;.:l3.., rc the Holy Christ- 
i;;n Charch". "' ~kese t:ssay; were referred to a general pastoral co:.:fere?ce to be called 
i6tel-* 

Of spzci2ic ~;~tert.s: is the reaetiorr oi. the CLC to xhe acirioLr c;f :Lo \Nlscccsic Synod in 
suspending ieiicwshlj: with the Missouri Synod. Though i h c  Cil:  :v-is xo.-rned because the 
'fllscsnsrln 3:~n36 hdo del?yzd breaking with the Misscurl  S-,-:.;b , -'-s.pe , w e n s  to be little 
refoici:lg ic, C;LC circifs 51% tl-ii:. step was firlally take 2 ,  'Ct-be rc+ps:-t o- the: C i ,C8s  Board 
ol: Doctrine was srrrnmdrized as follows:. "The s t :sp@n~iog :3i f ~~jc.~v\i:",k~ip wf?lt he Missouri 
S:~XI.Q~ by :he Wisr;an.c.i.r, Sy2--c-d was n o k d ,  but aiso n-.ted .~nc: t b r  ~51,s suspension of fellow- 
~ h : p  does no."_ i n  itsell r+rnl::ve the real issues -that lie bi.?.e.vvec;;-. 'VV-k:r.c;.si.r: axd ourse'tves, 
namely: deviaeio?: !.ram the ScTi;?tural doctrine ox Church :'eiic~~vsk.-C:'~ a!:d 7;he di~ctrine or 
%he Clarity a?d Aiithori* o: the Scriptures, as well as i.r:';:::ccs oor violation oi the sanctity 
o: the call. " (pp, 13-14) 

T h e  meaning o! the above s ta teme~t  is more fui iy expialneo ir: F~ :;epaiste article in The 
Luth~ r s r l  Spokesnan by G. S. (Gilbert Sydow?) . Three specilic crit:ci!;nc are brniight 
agai~st the Wisconsin Sy;sod: 1) T h e  Wi;cor.s:r: Syviod,  i, de~r;y-i?-~y its 5rehi: =wit!; the 

'?' Missour i  Synod, developed a fa l se  doctrine of church. €E il(;wsnf p: 2) .ne essence of the 
false doctrine oi f t?!ow~:l ip hcid 'by .the Wiscor,sin Sync5 jLs that  r !  pl;ccd :he setUtir.g of 
the l i m e  tor a break 117 the r e a i m  "sanctii-ied Christiil:1 j :ccqmer.t " jp. 6) ; arc? 3 )  the 
size of the mjnorit.9 cir~te j . ~  ;.3te to suspend re-Iatio-s vi i i ! !  the M i - s - i i r i  Ro3rdo 4Y to 
L ~ Y  , i.?dicate s ih3-i Wisco:;s:n Synod i s  riot united 3;: ik.r d,.;z::-i: E. sr ck;;yz.?l ie!lows hip. 

I F / 
"Ti;- W i s ~ ~ y i s i ~  S;-;.;.a I;, i-tsel? c'cnti:;iles as a u-r,lc!~i:;tic' I-;ndr:. " (p, 9: 3;:-f c? ur;3rlirnous 
vote w s d d  eilm fnake chis ekiar3rge, 

n l "  
211-se the under~:iyrjed kvas not pre;e:;i ?I the CLC ccilve$-;:l,?r_, he CC!;-L oniy base h i s  corn- 

*,,* _, cl ' :k~ C EC 1.e srs tipon making rnents or, avai.fd~9e material ,  It  would seem t h a n b e  posn+ f r s i *  

the "mark" arid ' 'avcid' '  (.IS: R ~ ~ r i ? a ~ s  16: 17 coordina$e in  -t imeo 'Y~le wiiroic concept ot taking 
t i m e  i n  dciaiiag ~ ~ i ! i ^  neopie .- or sy::ods - wh ile 'zdding m ;3 co rrie~cst;ve doctriqa ! position 
seems to L e  igr~ored, P u s h e d  fo it:: logical conclusior:, it wo:l~i-: ::wm rka l  e v r y  member ot 
'.he CLC: who w ~ ~ i e e d  any louger than the first m e m b e r  to !txqve rke VVis.;.ocsir Sycsd would be 
guilty or sin. With  rt.g.:,id to the vote oi the W~scon; , in  Sy:-c.:2, 93.1 rnisse:? 5 note or joy in 
t h e  CLC thaz 3 mdjority in t h e  W i c o r s l n  Synod figalijr i~o!ecl Tor a :w~r:rc>c,l which. they had 

" 1 been r~rging, Ax tcl, the  vote shoju.l.ng  NO doctrines ol: ~ h : ~ ? r ~ k  :ell m e ;  y i..1 ,"rre W~SCOPSI~L 
Synsd,  o:::y time w i ~ l  ze!I whc::i:e: :hp vote re?l-ese?teC! i rcA-il 2bi:~;rii:~c:e: li: I - 1 4 ~  cloct~ine or 



church fellows hi^ OF 3 dsiler~r~ce of dgizior o:.; tlr;liX:g xht: SL sze-- s i ~ r ,  T k a ~  i t  meant the 
former to some is ~ v l d e n t ,  as soiilc have lei: rhe ~VVISCQ?Z~T: Synod. 

The conclusiot-,~ reached Sy the CLC at xts conve:i*.l'2i- s e e m  r2ther u-r.fort~:r,ate. This 
wound In the Lutkerm C%/....;rch shows F.G s l y 3  or 1-~.;3lir:g, 

'The February, 1%- L i ss t ie  c-Qhe $ ~ ~ ~ b s s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , , j .  g~irb-"_c,-l:iol-, o; the st~dect body ot: 
. - #%? - Wanburg Theoiog:~a: Semrnary , Dcibuque , ! owa , Lit :; E >i:nt ;~rccc  LGS ~ k ~ e r - 3 - x  ~ r : ~ r c h  re - 

Vedas t h a t  the doc i lme~t2ry  k2-pozhesi:: ol @he Pe:-#ti .e~cE~ Ira g,"ri:tc:! 3. i i r m  fcsotk.ko:d in  
%hat ii^tst~ttrr,ior~;-,, 'The :wo Tea ture article 3 reveal s," J , 

TT,  he f i r s t  a_rtic!e, w_r";:eC by a secoilci-year sernrzaF,: %tuciei.,;, advircates d i s sec t ion  or 
the Pentateuch dccnrdiny 'co /ET?P. The sei;~r,i; ;irti; :e , wri-zte Q b y  DL-. Iinrace Humrnel , 
Assistant P;o:es.;or 01- the Old l'est~.rnent at War:b:~ry Sernir.&ry-, is orititled "Haw D o  I 
'Teach T h i s  To Layme.:? " 

This is an  uniortun2te art ic le i n  two ways. 1%~'. o ~ l y  does i t  show that  the JEDP 
hypothesis h a s  found a p h c e  on Wartburg's statr,  but the very  psipose of tile article 
i s even more ur~tor tur~ate .  1:s x n t e ~ t  i s  to show pastors how to reach ihn hypothesis to 
laymen, oiten through seeming subterfeges. A f ~ w  qsaics g b V i i i  iliz;"c-+- this ,  

"I believe tha t  t h e  r n l i ~ : .  locus ot the pastor" se;zores to mediate the  results 0; modern 
Biblicai research io his layrnen should be to the youik~ si h i s  ~ ; ~ ~ : c k . .  .We should then 
concentrate on the conklrmation and high school  ievels.. . " "The pasxor or teacher should 
be in  no great haste to  ~ d e n r i t y  hlrnselr as a charnpiori or d ~ r e n d e r  oi ~1.e newer viewpoint 
to be introduced, " "Srzii-lsrly, a oon-literal, parabolic inferpre:atlc?r of certain narrat ives,  
especially ia G e n s l s ,  can be intred~xced by  c o m p a i - s o n  witk tbe parables of: our Lord,.  . " 
t i  - k or obvious reissorjs , terns as 'myth,  ' ' l egend ,  ' ' PL i:zirive, Aft cerera , should be acrup- 
ulously avoided except wirl? the mzst aciv~;.ced ~(idiv=,ci~,als  nr qroc3" , . E*nt a m m g  lay- 
men, who will scarcely d i s  tingzish their pop;lar a!:n ihe.~:. ~echr::(:a!, schoiariy u s e s ,  
they will be iitrlc qrre than 'red f lag'  t ~ m s ,  k c c ~  ~3"ibii; s ~ h s - . I  i ; :e::  s~;cb a s  'parable,  ' 
'se:mor, il [us  trafirjn, ' aii.$ ihe i i ke  are easy ic ::r:ci. " 

Though the wr~t -e r  oi &L:S k t t e r  article m a y  spec?k ak:3xt 2 d~c:~;:;:: ii xzp:iraricn, i t  
certainly cs;:ni;i be the k- -~:oT;c, B!b:ica5. doctrine or' L~r?~t--,  ~ r y i  :;a, 'flisszi-., is eve2 more 
untortunate IS that ;he wr9zer   TI TO:^ S S ~  s a cw 'ocr r i~ :~  CI: '%il,!lcal cii s:c.ct-.na:r '"!?ich he re - 
cognizes many Ch;i:;:lar,.s cznpor accept wkeil d;re;c-:i:r sri;telr, so h e  oifel-s ways of sub-  
terfuge, This i r ~ g t  s ~ e a k i n g  as  23ri 0 i - a ~ ~  01 GOQ , 1 1'ct.c.r 4: 11 . 



B O O K  R E V I E W  

'"HE BIBLE $&% ZTSTOFy7, I :  translaxed from the G e m a n  af 1i;i"erne.r Ke;Ber cy William Neil; 
ko:qFlRMA2pIQjN 01 THE BOOK CJF BOOKS. " Published h;/ M o ~ ~ ; r ~ ~  & @o:-npany, 

Such i s  the titlz, z ~ d  sub-title tiL CI bbook which covers the wii$~te field gf Bible Archaeol-= 
(3gy from the first c22apter ~2 Gensis -to the last book c~ the  hie:^^ Tes:a~le:~t, The author's 
pk_; rp~~e is expr~ssed. i,.;. the vty~rds: 

"In view a: tke cvem5hel-misg mass od: au"&entic a ;~d  weal- 3t:ested evide w e  sow 
availiable, as 1 "eosgl?% or the skeptical cri"cj@ism which froit. the eign-ecnth cen- 
tury car;%ttarcd V P O U ~ ~  f z in  h a 7 e  ddemclished the Bibie altogstner, ti-sere kept  hammer- 
i;lg in ri~y t!~ii in t h i s  one sentence: "The Bible is rrght atter i;!i! " 

-T jir$e %\jjs:Per i s  jo;trr!2.;_is"Facd writes for " t h e  laymen as weak as for expert archaeolo- 
g is t ,  Thus his style is popliiar aiid the pages are not loaded d3w2 -with nctes  and criti- 
cal apceia tus ,  A ccns iderabe  brbiiography makes  up kc? the averaye reader tor th is  lack 
~i reterences , 
i u i  t ~ n e  writer, u;Mr"Luna,tei.~., does n o t  always s t i ck  only to the :acts i i ~  t h e  case, but oiters 
V1X7 ~~lfg>na.!xsPj.c: T- explanatisns fcr marly O: the rnirwies recorded. in the Bibhe instead of accept-  
ing them 3s  miracles beyond human untierst,as:dina or enaiysis. 'fht~s he explains the mir- 
acie 01 mama from heaver1 as really no rniracie at all; manrza was sirrqxky a substance 
bvhzch exuded from ei;r:a,in bushes  in  the M t ,  Sinai  reglslr isrl q- antit ties sa;rrt,lcieslrt to feed 
many people, At the same t i m e ,  the author admits that k k ~ i 3  ~at;li=al expnanal?lon does  not 
saef siy as1 the facts In tl-~fs case when he writes: "So ~ U C L  for rrat:l.ral science. HOW- 
ever, havirrg thus  recorded the Limits oi scientific i n v e s t i g ~ t i o n ,  vve enter the realm ot 
the nnexp~orab&, the ream oj. the divine  miracle, For there can be no doubt that  the 
Bibk r e l a e ~ s  -thl.s phencjrnenon not as ssme"ehfng ordinary a d  normal, b~"l-as a miraculous 
occurrence, a gift sen t  by God to His  people in  their hour of need, Pmd the same appl ies ,  
"mutatis muiandis, " to the appearance or the quails. " Consider aiso the use  our Lord 
made o-t the  account 04: manna in  the wi~demess in His  sermorz oua t h e  Bread trom Heaven in 
St., J ~ h n  6, 4 % f 0  

Th is  book i.s profr?*sesy iliustrated. and is reasonably priced. 
G.O.L. 

FROWi THE EDITORS 

?at.;. are inck~adi-sag ix t%lrs a ~ ~ i b e i  of 0x11- t sQ~af~ei- iy"  the ~rrest i:iapc~i~-rt X ~ ? S O L U ~ ~ D ~ S  passc 
ed i>y the ilarlo:.is C o r ~ - ~ ~ t i i = , n s  wl-iich m e t  th is  past surnnler. The pager read by Pro:, Lii- 
i e g ? ~ ~ ?  4 t the I9 60 Theoioyici31. Csn,clave on the Ecurne n i c a ~  ?vio.ife~r~en"r.is being mailed 
arong v ~ I t ' h  t h e  136 l Res3q.~t6~uns a s  a sort or "BO~IUS with t he  ~ J u ~ I ~ ~ c T E ~  " , Prof, B, W, 
Teige3"s pape, cn "Corldi"cg3ns i~ the Chu.3-cth of Nonvay . '  wili appear in tuture issues of 
' i d :  Qc,artes8y, 

***********&,&*********** 

It  is s l g ~ i f i ~ a n t  that now, wkten Dr, Pieper" D~rogrnaucrs i s  Seicg a"i2cked from various 
q:rarleers a ~ d  no longe- guicies the  studies and research of i$adi_sig t-nembers ot the Missouri 
Synod, --it sl-:oriid be va!iiaed so Erigh1.y a s it is by Lzn.l,&eran t~ec!lc.gf,arrs ia; other countries.  



Not  only bas it been widely used in Noway ant1 othea Lutheran i a~1d .s~  but i thas  even 
been translated into t h e  Finnish language for .the benefit of "lay and learned.. " Pas- 
tor Wegelius (or U ppala) gives us  the interesting story ot this work, in le t ters  sent to 
Synodical Conierence orricers and editors.  

Dr, Pdeperss briej: art icle on "Doczrina~ Disciplirzc, " i s  o-,: the first importance new 
that doctrinal disci;p.rlr,e i s  obviously demanded by the conditions in -tke Synodica Con- 
Terence, The disease \si error in  the Lutheran Church must be -tre=-a";ed, mrith the surgeon's 
knife, it it is act to poison the whole body, 




